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I.

JOHN ADAMS, THE SECOND PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES, AND SWITZERLAND
Paul Widmer
Writing on a topic such as· John Adams and Switzerland', to a large extent means
dealing with the roots of the American Constitution from a rather peculiar standpoint. In
order not to mislead the reader about the modest importance of this undertaking, I would like
to tell an anecdote at the outset.
In 1987 I took part in the Bicentennial Commemoration of the American
Constitution, a high-leveled symposium in Washington. At first, a Harvard professor made a
speech on the impact of the ancient political philosophers on the American Constitution.
Judith Shklar came to the conclusion that Cicero, Tacitus, Plutarch and Polybius had minimal
influence, though the founding fathers had considerable knowledge of them. After that a
professor from Edinburgh . displayed connections to the Scottish philosophers.

Neil

Maccormack ended his speech with a remark that, though the influence of a David Hume can
undoubtedly be found, the Scottish impact was very limited. Finally the Lord High
Chancellor, the British Justice Minister, began to speak, commenting on the English Common
Law as a model for the American Constitution. Even though the Common Law served as the
most important channel for spiritual infusions into the masterpiece of 1787, Lord Hail sham
of St. Marylebone also came to the sober and noble conclusion that the American
Constitution had in essence been created independently 1•
As a matter of fact, it was not foreign thought that had the most immediate effect on
the Constitution, it was something else, - the already in 1787 existent constitutions in
individual American States. Most of the thirteen states were acquainted with the bicameral
system, the separation of powers, and with representative democracy. These models exerted a
lasting influence on the founding fathers.
Therefore I would like to join the above mentioned speakers and point out at the start
something that is already known: The impact of Switzerland on the American Constitution is
also small. It seems to me, however, that the Swiss contribution is somewhat greater than
usually believed to date. Two factors caused this development: First, an American President
whose interest in Switzerland has never roused much attention and, second, the undeniable
predilection of numerous Anti-Federalists for the Confederation.

1

Constitutional Roots, Rights and Responsibilities. Symposium Summary. The Ninth International
Smithsonian Symposium (Washington, DC 1987).
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In the 18th century, Switzerland and the Swiss cantons elicited considerable interest
from students of political theory. Whoever wanted to adopt a republican constitution was well
advised to take a look at the alpine republics which were among the last standard-bearers of
republicanism and democracy. The emerging United States did not hesitate to do so. In 1787,
in the course of the American constitutional deliberation, three points of view were
elaborated. 2
The prominent Federalist leaders, foremost among them Madison and Hamilton,
carefully studied the forms of government in the Swiss Federation of States and determined
that they were of no value to an extensive territory like the United States. The Swiss cantons'
federal structure, said the Federalists, was at least as inefficient as the Articles of Confederation
of 1781 which were unsatisfactory. The Anti-Federalists, led by George Mason and Patrick
Henry, did not carefully study the Swiss forms of government. But they felt they were
kindred spirits with the free mountain republics. They fought the supposedly arising leviathan
of government.
Finally there was John Adams, the second President of the United States, who gave
some thoughts to constitutional matters in Switzerland. This Founding Father ignored the
Swiss Federation as an entity. His interests focused on the public order within the individual
cantons. He believed that they furnished proof of his cherished ideas, namely the separation
of powers and a bicameral system. Adams certainly was not the first to discover the
democratic institutions of Switzerland and he stopped short of new insights. It is his merit,
however, to have brought Switzerland into the American constitutional discussions at the right
time. His reflections concerning the Swiss cantons reached the delegates of the Constitutional
Convention at the last moment as they convened in Philadelphia. They could just throw a
quick glance at his studies. After that, so it seems, they got forgotten. John Adams, never
favored by the American public, fell as a President almost into oblivion and his writings even
more so. 3 Therefore it may be appropriate to say first a few words about this man.
John Adams

John Adams was born in 1735 near Boston. From 1778 to 1788 he was an American
diplomat in Europe. The rugged Adams did not fit smoothly into the sophisticated court of
Louis XVI. Nor did he get along well with his famous colleague Benjamin Franklin who
moved with aplomb through the salons of Paris. Franklin, the darling of the ladies and
'philosophes' at dinner parties, took revenge and mockingly wrote to the Secretary of State:

2

Paul Widmer, "Der Einfluss der Schweiz auf die amerikanische Verfassung von 1787 ," Schweizerische
7.eitschriftfar Geschichte 38 (1988): 359-389.
3

Zoltan Haraszti, John Adams and the Prophets of Progress (Cambridge MA,1952), 1-2.
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John Adams "is always an honest man, often a wise man, but sometimes, and in some things,
absolutely out of his senses. "4 This dictum has stuck to Adams and his reputation ever since.
Nevertheless, square Adams accomplished much on a less polished parquet. With the
Dutch he negotiated in 1782 a Treaty of Amity and Commerce, nothing less than the second
treaty of the United States with a European state. Furthermore, in 1783 he was instrumental in
concluding the vital Friendship Treaty with Great Britain, the so-called Treaty of Paris. And in
1785 he was appointed as the first American Minister to the Court of St. James. This was not
an easy task only nine years after the Americans had fought for their independence. However,
Adams carried it out with bravura, - not least of all because, rather than with blind hatred, he
observed with keen attention the advantages Britain offered. In 1789 his countrymen elected
him Vice President. He did not particularly relish this office. It frustrated him like most of his
successors. Mockingly he wrote to his wife Abigail: "My country has in its wisdom contrived
for me the most insignificant office that ever the invention of man contrived or his
imagination conceived. "5
Adams used his tenure as Vice President to write the weighty treatise Discourses on
Davila. He had better not done so. This essay has been invoked time and again to indict him

as a stealthy monarchist. His archrival, Alexander Hamilton, another Federalist, did not miss
any opportunity to undermine the prestige of the Vice President with rumours and halftruths. Still, Adams was elected President in Washington in 1796. When it came to the reelection in 1800, the Federalists were split. Behind Adams' back Hamilton contrived . several
maneuvres to cause the incumbent to lose the Presidency. With only a few more votes
Jefferson was elected. Adams retired and went to Quincy. He _died on July 4, 1826, the same
day as Jefferson. Posterity treated Adams almost the way he anticipated in one of his more
melodramatic moments. "Mausoleums, statues, monuments", he wrote to Dr. Benjamin Rush,
the Philadelphia medical doctor and signer of the Declaration of Independence, "will never
be erected to me . "6
Adams' Political Thought

With his conservative bent Adams mistrusted human nature. Power leads to abuse, no
matter who exerts it. There was only one effective means to prevent this development. Adams
never got tired of propagating it, - the separation of powers. In his old age he again
admonished the Sage of Monticello: "Checks and balances, Jefferson, however you and your
4

Letter to Robert R. Livingston, July 27, 1783. The Writings of Benjamin Franklin, ed. Albert H. Smyth
(New York 1905), IX, 62.
5

6

The Works of John Adams, ed. Charles F. Adams. 10 vols. (Boston 1950-56), I, 460; (hereafter: Works).
March 23, andApril 12, 1809, Works, IX, 616 -617.
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party may have ridiculed them, are our only security, for the progress of mind, as well as the
security of body" .7 At no time in his life did Adams depart from this idea. He did, however,
not always bear in mind the separation of powers when he spoke of it.
Adams essentially saw the separation of powers as follows: "A total separation of the
executive from the legislative power, and of the judicial from both: and a balance in the
legislature, by those independent, equal branches ... ". 8 The legislature should be divided into
a House of Representatives in which the people's representatives are assembled, and into a
Senate which contains the elite. The Senate should only constitute a diplomatic forum, that is
something like the Continental Congress or, in Switzerland, the Federal Diet, or, in our days,
the Ministerial Meeting of the European Union. The delegates would act like the respective
ambassadors from New York, Virginia and the other eleven states. Finally, the executive
branch should have extensive authority in legislative matters as well. On the vertical separation
of powers, on the separation between the federal state and individual states, Adams hardly
expressed any thoughts.
Adams seemed to realise himself that his concept of the separation of powers did not
dovetail with the division of legislative competencies. He escaped into irony. In another place
he described his system as "the tripartite balance, the political trinity in unity, of executive
power, which in politics is no mystery. "9 This may be doubtful. But what Adams was aiming
at is no mystery. Adams hardly cared how the separation of power is enacted. For sure, some
checks must be implemented. Yet, something else is important: to prevent a development that
is customary in all states, namely that the legislative branch, by secretive manipulations,
captures control of the executive power. Adams was always afraid of the legislature, therefore the proposition to divide it; therefore also the idea to establish the Senate only as an
advisory body to the President, a body in which unquestionably deliberations would be held,
but no decisions taken; and hence the request to give legislative authority to the executive
branch as well.
Adams had a poor reputation with many Americans. They considered him an
aristocrat, sometimes even a disguised monarchist. When he became Vice President, his
exaggerated sense of protocol and his vanities made him a target of ridicule. The Senate
should be, in his eyes, a second "House of Lords". Nothing preoccupied him so much as the
title which should be bestowed on him. A sardonic senator moved to address the corpulent
Adams with "His Rotundity" . 10 In addition, Adams frequently blundered in his choice of
7

June 28, 1813. Dumas Malone, Jefferson and His Time. The Sage of Monticello (Boston 1981), 105.

8

The Defence of the Constitutions, in: Works, IV, 284.

9

Works, IV, 128.

10

Roy Swanstrom, The United States Senate 1787-1801 (Washington 1985), 60.
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words. The epithet ,.well born" was anathema in the young republic. Naturally, Adams uttered
it time and again and defended it as much as he could. 11 Such utterances and thoughts
confused people. And Adams could not repair the damage, even though later on he
continued his opposition against any form of aristocracy, _and even if it was true that basically
he was free of aristocratic inclinations. He had become his own victim, a victim of his
penchant to make a barbed comment at any opportune or inopportune occasion, a victim,
moreover, of his intellectual inaccuracy.
What about Adams as a democrat? Democrat he was, but not an ardent one. He, a
revolutionary of the first hour, confessed his allegiance to democracy. But he never fully
trusted it Shays' rebellion of 1786/87 in the hills of Massachusetts, the uprising of those
farmers with whom he had fought side by side for American independence, shook him
deeply. In addition, the French Revolution fed his incipient mistrust against some democratic
manifestations. In justifying his political philosophy Adams wrote: "Democracy never lasts
long. There never was a democracy yet that did not commit suicide. " 12 He agreed with Plato
and Polybius that history moved in cycles, that constitutions rose, perished and superseded
each other according to rules, and that the natural laws of change would be brought to a
standstill only if handled with exceptional prudence. Polybius saw in the mixed constitution a
remedy against such a development; John Adams saw it in the separation of powers. Polybius
was convinced that Rome with its mixed constitutions was the best state, Adams believed that
the English constitution with its separation of powers was even better than the Roman one and
that the constitutions of the American states with their bicameral system would even exceed
the English example. 13
No monarchist, no aristocrat, a lukewarm democrat: Adams was one thing foremost an ardent adherent of republicanism. 14 He fought all his life for the republic, that is for the
separation of powers and representation and, consequently, the opposite of despotism.
Whether a republic was monarchic, aristocratic or democratic was for him of secondary
importance .as long as a bicameral system and the separation of powers were duly respected. It

11

Works, VI, 495-496.

12

Works, VI, 484.

13

Works, IV, 440 ss.

14

I am not using the term 'republic' here as a synonym for 'democracy' ,as it is usually done today. Adams
employed the term according to the criterion 'separation of powers' and 'representation'. The Federalists
used it similarly. Madison contrasted the republic, characterizedby representation, in his &say No. 10 with
the "Landsgemeindedemokratie" [the democracy of the open air public assembly]. He utterly favors the
republic, which according to the terminology used today.would be called a representative democracy. See
The Federalist Papers, ed. Clinton Rossiter (New York 1961), No. 10 (Madison), 81 ss.
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is not without interest that in his remarks about the constitutions of the Swiss cantons, Adams
bestowed his highest praise on the principality of Neuchatel. Nowhere, according to Adams,
did the people enjoy more freedom: a "happy mixture in three branches has been the neverfailing means of reconciling law and liberty, in ancient and in modern times. " 15
Adams' remarks about Neuchatel bring something else to light. His "happy 'mixture
in three branches" sometimes means a separation of the executive, the legislative and the
judiciary branches. But quite often Adams thinks about a combination of monarchic,
aristocratic and democratic elements. In other words, he has exactly Polybius' mixed
C?nstitution in mind. Indeed, Adams is moving from one concept to the other when he
i~vokes his separation of powers. He may mean an administrative separation (executive,
legislative, judiciary branches) or a separation based on different types of constitutions
(~<?n~rchy, aris~ocracy, democracy). In most cases he is mingling both sets of concepts,
~i~his:.n2t particularly astonishing.
A~ different as the concepts of 'checks and balances' and of the mixed constitution
a~~

r~ga~ding their contents, as similar are they regarding their goals. Both pursue aims that
Adams cherished. First, they prevent the accumulation of power, hence eliminate the danger
tqat a deSJ?.9~ic regiment will arise. Second, both concepts are instrumental in establishing the
greatest. stability in a r~public. Without tri-partition, thought Adams, the constitutions of the
American states would necessarily be subject to frequent revolutions. 16
Defending the Constitutions of America

Adams' main work is A Defence of the Constitutions of Government of the United
States of America. Residing in London, he wrote 392 octavos in a frantic effort between fall

of 1786 and mid-January of 1787. Adams, usually a diligent diarist, could spare no time for
his personal notes in these months. 17 The second volume was printed in September 1787, the
third in 1788. The first volume is by far the most important, since- it was handed to the
delegates in time for the Federal Convention.
The Defence somehow shows that it has been written in Europe. The books that
Adams hastily excerpted would not have been available in American libraries. In another area,
Europe was important as well. The political developments in some nations - among these the
Swiss Confederation - deeply impressed the American diplomat who spent the years from
1778-1788 in Paris, Amsterdam and London. 18 Having attended the swearing-in ceremony of
15

Works, IV, 377.

16

Works, IV, 287.

17

Diary and Autobiography, ed. L.H. Butterfieldet al. (Cambridge, MA. 1961), III, 202.

18

Works, IV, 477.
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the new government in Utrecht, he wrote to Jefferson that neither in ancient nor in modem
history the people ever had as unmistakably exerted their own and undeniable sovereignty. 19
As soon as he returned from the Netherlands to London, where he was residing, he started
writing.
Besides the events in Europe, the news from Shays' rebellion in his native
Massachusetts also caused him to write down his thoughts. The rebels wanted to abolish the
governorship and the senate since in their opinion these parts of the government were
superfluous. Adams surmised the people had been confused by reading the letter that the
French 'philosophe' and statesman Turgot had written to Dr. Richard Price. 20 In this letter
Turgot criticised those American states that took over from the British the bicameral system
and, in analogy to the kingdom, the office of the governor. What for?, asked Turgot. The
nation alone should decide its fate. And for that purpose it needed neither governor nor two
chambers.
In his voluminous study, Adams defended the bicameral system of Massachusetts as
well as, for instance, the constitutions of New York and Maryland. 21 But when he began
writing in fall of 1786, he did not have in mind the Constitution which the United States was
to adopt the following year. In the final pages of volume I he stated that on a federal level
one chamber for the legislative branch was sufficient because Congress was neither a
legislative nor a representative assembly, but a diplomatic forum. The representatives were
virtually ambassadors of their states, they were bound by their instructions and, therefore,
submitted to the checks and balances on the state level. 22 The Defence is a book that is no
longer read. There is a reason for this. Adams did not know how to write books. Having
scribbled down a line, he never corrected anything, he never changed one iota. That shows on
every page. His books are careless and dull, although Adams' language was strong and vivid.
Adams' political p~ilosophy deserves attention. He had something to say and, in
addition, he was erudite. However, the body of his thoughts is rather small. He who reads the
introduction to the first volume of the Defence knows all. Afterwards, the reader only
encounters endless repetitions of his main thoughts on the bicameral system, the separation of
powers and the mixed constitution, strewn in one or two sentences in between a string of
quotations.

19

September 11, 1786. The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, ed. Julian P. Bond, 19 vols. (Princeton 1950), X,

348.
20

Works, IV, 300.

21

Works, VI, 486.

22

Works, IV, 579 -580.
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The Impact on the Federal Convention

Adams liked to believe that he had a tremendous impact on the Constitution of 1787.
This is proven by a marginal note which the gentleman-farmer made in the cosy seclusion of
his homestead in Quincy while reading a book about the Thirty Years' War. He read that
peace came when people were most desperate. Adams boldly wrote in the margin: "The
Constitution of U.S. of 1787 was concluded in the same manner by the arrival of a ship with
the first volume of the Defence. ,,23 Indeed, Adams did not have to complain about a lack of
attention. As soon as the copies arrived from London, the first volume of the Defence was
reprinted in three editions in Boston, New York and Philadelphia. The delegates at the
Convention in Philadelphia saw the book. One of them, Dr. Benjamin Rush, in a letter to a
friend, was full of praise: "Mr. Adams' s book has diffused such excellent principles among
us, that there is little doubt of our adopting a vigorous and compounded federal legislature.
Our illustrious minister in this gift to his country has done us more service than if he had
obtained alliances for us with all the nations of Europe. ,,24 Even Jefferson, then minister in
Paris, had complimentary words. On 23 February 1787 he wrote to Adams that he had read
the book, "with infinite satisfaction and improvement. It will do great good to America. " 25
He was even looking for a French publisher.
Some historians claim that Adams' Defence exerted a great influence on the delegates
of the Federal Convention and the public.26 His trenchant pleading for a bicameral system and
the separation of powers surely impressed some delegates. Yet there is no reason to
overestimate the immediate effect of his Defence. It was rather small, definitely much smaller
than Adams assumed in his later years. Adams seemed to be more in tune with reality at the
time of the publication than in his embellishing retrospective. Not without feeling sorry for
himself he prophesied on March 1, 1787 to Jefferson that later, after his death, America
would regret that it did not take this book more seriously. v He was right. Many derided his
book, others excoriated it. As long as only the 'hommes de lettres', the literati of Paris
snobbishly sneered at it, no real harm was done. But the situation in America, especially in
23

Haraszti, 267.

24

The Records of the Federal Convention of 1787, ed. Max Farrand. 4 vols. (New Haven 1937), III, 33.

25

February 23, 1787. The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, XI, 177. The first French edition was published by
Drouille in 1792 in Paris.

26

Carl Van Doren, The Great Rehearsal, [1948] (New York 1986), 45-46; Page Smith, John Adams, 2
vols. (Westport, CT 1%3), II, 700; James B. Peabody, John Adams (New York 1973), 328. Also Charles
F. Adams emphasizes the importance of the Defe,zce, in: Works, IV, 276.

27

March 1, 1787, The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, XI, 188 ss .
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Virginia, was hardly any better. His book elicited devastating reviews in most of the
newspapers. The Virginia Independent Chronicle dramatically wrote: "Americans beware for if you imbibe a particle of his political poison, you are undone for ever. "28 The political
poison's name that the anonymous commentator smelled was: monarchistic and aristocratic
thoughts.
James Madison, the 'Father of the Constitution of 1787' and a key figure at the
Convention, barely found a milder sentence. "Men of learning find nothing new in it. Men
of taste many things to criticise. And men without either not a few things, which they will not
understand. " 29 Yet he conceded that Adams' book attracted considerable attention around
the Pennsylvania State House. This publication, so Madison, would contribute to a
predilection for the British Constitution in America. It is questionable whether people read
Adams' volumes more than cursorily. particularly the second and third ones. The supposition
that they did not is documented by utterances from Adams himself. 30 The Defence probably
belongs to the kind of book that makes an impression with its combination of a good
introductory chapter and a voluminous appearance.
It is difficult to gauge Adams' impact on the Federal Convention. His name
apparently was never mentioned in the debates. In any case, it does not figure in the records.
Most of the delegates probably did not need to read several hundred pages to discover on a
federal level what already existed in almost all of the states, namely the separation of powers
and a bicameral system. Some might have thankfully found confirmation of their own
judgment in Adams' books. Still, more than a handful resented Adams' thoughts like a thorn
in the body of the nation~ and they rigorously fended off the intruder.

Switzerland in the "Defence"
Already at an early stage Adams had acquired a taste for Switzerland. In the spring of
1772 he stated: "The best Governments of the world have been mixed. ... The English, Dutch
and Swiss enjoy the advantages of mixed Governments at this Day. "31 He was also impressed
by the kind of federalism that was practiced in the Swiss Confederation: "We should

18

August 22, 1787. The Papers of James Madison, ed. Robert A. ·Rutland et al. (Chicago 1977), X, 155.

19

June 6, 1787, Madison to Jefferson, ibid., 28 ss.

30

Adams' assessment of his own influence on the Convention occasionally assumed an almost paranoid
character. He used to believe that the die was cast with the first volume of his Defence, but then, on the
other hand, he used to criticize Benjamin Rush, believing that not even Rush had read his work. Rush
rejected this; see also 19 September 1812, letter to John Adams, Letters of Benjamin Rush, ed. L. H.
Butterfield(Princeton 1951), II, 1135.
31

John Adams, Diary and Autobiography, ed. L. H. Butterlieldet al. (Cambridge, MA 1961), II, 58.
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probably after the Example of the Greeks, the Dutch and the Swiss form a Confederacy of
States, each of which must have a separate Government. "32 In the Defence the Swiss cantons
are chief witness for modern states with mixed constitutions because Adams purposely
refrains from describing the British political order. Astonishingly, he also only tangentially
mentions the Netherlands, though the American envoy was nowhere made more aware of the
democratic, aristocratic and monarchic elements of power than in Utrecht33•
The outstanding place of Switzerland in Adams' works is probably due to a large
extent to coincidence, that is to the literature that at the right moment fell into his hands.
Indeed, in the outgoing 18th century there was no scarcity of printed descriptions of
Switzerland - a country which lay at the cross-roads of wanderlust and democratic curiosity.
Adams studies or tells something about the constitutions of 27 contemporary republics. 18 of
them concern Swiss states or the Allied territories, the so-called ' zugewandte Orte', such as
the City of Miilhausen. By mistake Adams also added Friesland to the chapter about the
democratic republics of Switzerland. 34
Among the democratic republics Adams deals with Appenzell, Unterwalden, Glarus,
Zug, Uri, Schwyz and Graubiinden. He pays more attention to Glarus and Appenzell than to
others and treats Graubiinden like a full federal state. In the chapter about the aristocratic
republics he writes about Bern, somewhat shorter about Fribourg, Solothurn, Lucerne, Zurich
and roughly half a page each on Schaffhausen, the City of Mtilhausen, the City of Biel and
the Republic of St. Gallen. He handled Geneva more extensively. Adams seems to have
mislaid the notes about Basel. Of the monarchist republics he writes about Neuenburg in
detail. Not mentioned are the Princely Abbey of St. Gallen and the Bishopric of Basel,
obviously because he did not regard them as republics. Furthermore, the allied sovereign
Oberwallis is surprisingly missing, although it was described thoroughly in both main sources
that Adams had consulted. Later in the text, Adams makes his sources known in a footnote. 35
He drew facts about Switzerland, as he tells us, from Faber's Quarante tables po/itiques de la
Suisse. In addition, he admits to have taken a few things from Coxe' s Sketches.
The Englishman William Coxe (1748-1828), known as a brilliant travel writer and
historian, published after his first journey to Switzerland the highly regarded Sketches of the
Natural, Civil, and Political State of Switzerland ( 1778). Claude Emanuel Faber, a Protestant
theologian from Lausanne, appointed as parson in Bischwiller in Alsace where he died in
1752, published in 1746 in Basel his Quarante tables politiques de la Suisse. The book
32
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contains only scarce commentary. Its purpose, as the author stated in the preface, was to be
consulted as an accurate collection of data and facts. Beauty of style would not be found in
his book, he wrote. The value of the book lay in the historical reliability, order and clarity. 36
Such words must have appealed to Adams. A literary man from Bern who was very much
familiar with Swiss affairs, Gottlieb Emanuel von Haller, judged the book differently: "This is
one of the most imperfect books that has ever been written about Switzerland. ,m
Adams leaned too much on the works of Coxe and Faber. He actually copied literally
from Coxe, and the passages he cherished in Faber's work he translated them word for word.
He did not care about quotation marks. He would have been compelled to mark too many
things as quotations. For example, the notes about the Republic of St. Gallen are composed of
three sections. He took over the first section, except for one sentence, from Coxe' s Sketches,
and borrowed the second and the third from Faber. Only one sentence originates from him. 38
The sources are evident all the time. When he speaks about Uri, he sticks with Faber until the
village of Gersau is mentioned. Then he goes back to Coxe. Was Coxe also mistaken in
placing Gersau in Uri? Not really, but Adams let himsel_f_ be mislead. Coxe's travel
descriptions were composed as letters. So, the Englishman writes in the same letter about Uri
and the tiny Republic on the Lake of Lucerne. 39
When describing the cantons, Adams often contributes only one original sentence.
But then this sentence contains in a somewhat varied form his favourite notion which is quite
clearly stated in the introduction to the Swiss chapter. He writes that there is neither genuine
democracy nor a genuine aristocracy in the federal cantons. Even the most superficial
observer would notice that all the states here are made of monarchic, aristocratic and
democratic elements. Adams never got tired of propagating this view over and over again.
With his fixed idea of trying to unveil the constitutions of all the cantons as mixed
constitutions, Adams naturally failed to recognize the particularity of different regions.
His idea of the mixed constitution in Switzerland's territories is almost always wrong
when it is compared with what he actually meant, that is the constitutional framework. First of
all, he had troubles in identifying the monarchic part of the constitutions. This 1s not
surprising. It is also difficult to determine what is supposed to be democratic in the
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constitutions of the aristocratic city-cantons. To trace aristocratic elements in the democratic
character of the Landsgemeinde constitutions is likewise not easy. Their framework still
remained democratic, even if public life in the La,ndsgemeinde cantons in the 18th century was
marked by aristocratic features. Adams interpreted their constitutions incorrectly, however, he
was much more right as to the social reality in those cantons.
I will explain this critique of Adams' methods with the example of Glarus. Coxe was
very much impressed with the situation in Glarus: "The state is completely democratic,'' he
claimed. 40 Although he takes over almost everything from Coxe, Adams changes this very
sentence according to his fixed idea: "The state is under no circumstances completely
democratic. '"'1 The sovereignty lies indeed with the Landsgemeinde. However, there is a
Landammann who represents the monarchic element and a Landrat which is characteristically

called Senate by Adams and which represents the aristocratic element. So Adams concludes:
Glarus is not a true democracy, but a mixed state with monarchic, aristocratic and democratic
elements. In addition, the separation of powers was according to Adams insufficient. So much
executive power with the aristocratic La,ndrat, he claims, would have been dangerous if Glarus
had been just a little bit bigger and richer. 42
Adams contradicts himself without noticing it. His intention is to find out whether the
republics in the Confederation are democracies or aristocracies, or whether they exhibit a
mixed constitution. However, when he begins to write, he applies such a purist criterion, that
he cannot find either a republic or a pure democracy or a pure aristocracy. A republic has to
delegate authority, and when a democracy does so, it becomes by no means aristocratically
tainted. In the canton of Glarus the sovereignty was not separated between the Landammann,
the Landrat, and the Landsgemeinde. It lay unequivocally with the Landsgemeinde and there
were no monarchic or aristocratic hideouts. On the contrary, the Landsgemeinde transferred
important powers to the Landammann and the La,ndrat, while it retained the highest authority
to itself.
Adams wrote like a democratic fundamentalist. Yet he wasn't one. He was no disciple
of Rousseau. But in the hasty course of his research he became obsessed solely with finding
proof that all valuable constitutions were mixed. With false criteria, with criteria that he
himself deliberately rejected, he achieved his goal. However, he paid a considerable price for
it. He blunted his ability of discernment. In his Defence Adams was feverishly looking for
states which could somehow prove that the constitutions of the American states with their
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separation of powers and the bicameral system were on the right track. In doing so he looked
at Switzerland. This fact is significant. much more significant than the way he interpreted the
constitutions of the Swiss Confederation. The conclusions which he reached were double
wrong. His interpretations had little to do with the constitutional norms. and the constitutional
norms themselves did not correspond anymore to the actual situation both in the countryand in the city-cantons.
Outside the Defence, where he did not have to follow his self-imposed search for
proof, he was not wrong about the situation in some cantons. Only three years after he had
written the first volume, in 1790, he observed in a letter: In Bern the people do not participate
in the sovereignty. Bern is almost as much a monarchy as France before the Revolution. 43
Also, he did not fail to observe that Geneva had turned into an oligarchy in the 18th
century. 44 It is even questionable, whether he still regarded the constitutional situation in the
Swiss cantons as a model. He wrote later to Benjamin Rush that Switzerland was not a republic
anymore, it existed in name only; greed had destroyed the republican spirit in the same
manner as in the ancient democracies. 45
The Swiss Influence on the American Constitution
When he started writing his Defence John Adams. neither a Federalist nor an Anti- ·
Federalist. looked for material to defend his favorite work. the Constitution of Massachusetts.
In doing so he pursued two ideas. that of the mixed constitution which he called separation of
powers. and the bicameral system. Due to many sources. Adams found much material about
Switzerland. As the only one doing so. he did not focus on the federal structure, but on the
individual cantons. He entirely ignored the Confederation as an entity. Adams probably was
the first American who ever made an effort of dealing with each canton. He did this in a
honorable context, specifically regarding the question to what extent the constitutions of the
cantons confirmed the constitutions of those states in America that had a bicameral system.
History. though. outwitted Adams. While he was day and night reflecting on the
second volume of his opus magnum in London, the delegates convened in Philadelphia in
order to draw up a new constitution for the United States. Adams reacted swiftly to the new
situation. He was no longer satisfied with a modest defence of the constitution of
Massachusetts. His work was now intended more as a philosophical foundation for the new
Federal Constitution. Hence the reflections about the Swiss cantons unexpectedly attained a
43
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much wider context. For the place that Switzerland takes in the debate about the constitutions,
Adams' contribution is not insignificant. He certainly was not the first to discover the
democratic institutions in Switzerland and he stopped short of new insight, but he brought
Switzerland into the discussion in America at a propitious time. Madison, however, had
already studied the situation in the Confederation before Adams. But it is questionable
whether he would have dealt with Switzerland in the Federalist Papers if Adams had not
brought the cantons into the spotlight to such an extent. Madison announced his real
preoccupation already in the first sentence of his accounts of Switzerland. He wanted to
contradict those who praised· the Confederation as a stable federal union. 46 Possibly, Adams
had also prompted some of the verbal interventions in Philadelphia. However, this cannot be
proved. Yet Adams' traces have not been lost at least in one of the works of the AntiFederalists. ~
The example of Switzerland often came up in the discussions about the constitution.
Naturally the Swiss example was more an argument against the new Constitution than for it
The Confederation was above all referred to by those who did not want to change anything.
No one said it more clearly than Patrick Henry. 48 Switzerland proved that America did not
need a new constitution. Every time when national political ideas were contested, those who
defended the Swiss line would lose. The Federalists strove to institute a big state, while the
friends of Switzerland preferred a smaller state; the Federalists fought for a representative
democracy, the supporters of Switzerland were proponents of direct democracy~ the
Federalists championed a powerful central authority in a federal state, their opponents
advocated a loose union of individual states.
One can add a few refinements to this broad picture. In some cases the evidence of
Switzerland might have influenced the forming of the Constitution. Switzerland delivered
good arguments to the debate over federalism. It offered examples to those who wanted to
furnish the individual states with as much power as possible. Thereby it might have
contributed to the tempering of certain centralist attempts. It also offered a backing to those
who supported equal representation of all states. The more or less victorious supporters of the
New Jersey plan who were able to assert themselves in the equal deputation of the Senate,
could not have found a more convincing proof than the Federal Diet.
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Nowhere in the entire constitutional debate was the model of Switzerland as
prominent as in the discussions centering on the Bill of Rights. Even though the Swiss
Federation had no constitutional document encompassing individual rights or human rights,
the republican spirit in the Alps was again and again conjured up. The Switzerland they were
talking about was often only conditionally the Switzerland which lies on the 47th parallel. It
was a larger-than-life Switzerland, a symbol of democracy and freedom. It was the place in
Europe which, surrounded by aristocracies and monarchies, alone still kept the tradition of
democracy alive, at least partially,.
Thus Switzerland's influence on the 1787 Constitution spread. John Adams' reasons
for bringing Switzerland, the democratic example, into the American debate may have been
academic. The Anti-Federalists did it to promote their own interests. However, with the Bill of
Rights the party affiliations became moot. Now thoughts, that in the view of their proponents
were republican, democratic, and similar to the Swiss model, flowed into the Constitution.
Hence, the faraway glow of the democracies in the Alps may have illuminated the 1787
Constitution with one or two rays. The American Constitution, in turn reflected the bestowed
light onto the Swiss Federal Constitution of 1848, greatly magnified by the adoption of the
two-chamber system, of representative democracy, and the example of a successful federal
state.

Pictet de Rochemont and America
Wise men had recognized the uniqueness of the American Constitution at an early
stage. The physician and publicist Ignaz Paul Vital Troxler fought untiringly for the
transatlantic model. Gallus Jakob Baumgartner, the powerful statesman from St. Gallen and
the grey eminence of the draft for a new federal constitution of 1832, declared: "Concerning
the federal structure I have a clear idea: ... We have to follow the American principle as
closely as possible. •'49 However, the first to recognize the novelty of the constitutions of the
thirteen colonies was Charles Pictet de Rochemont, perhaps Switzerland's foremost diplomat.
Would it be a mistake to place this statesman from Geneva, to whom Switzerland owes the
international recognition of its neutrality at the Second Paris Peace Conference of 1815,
beside John Adams or even beside Thomas Jefferson? This question may remain open. Pictet
did know neither the second nor the third American President. However, he shared their views
and their interests as few other Europeans did.
In 1794, prompted by the French model, revolutionary disorder broke out in Geneva.
Pictet, an officer and auditor, was sentenced to a one year house arrest. He retired completely
to his estate in Laney and kept himself busy with farming and literature. He shared these
49
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affinities with Adams and Jefferson. He managed to create a model estate. His Merino-sheep
had an excellent reputation all over Europe. Even Tsar Alexander I ordered 15,000 of them, a
fact that later on facilitated Pictet' s diplomatic negotiations with the Russian court. By the
way, Jefferson, also a proud Merino-sheep breeder, was less lucky with this kind. Pictet, like
Jefferson, was an enlightened physiocrat. He regarded farming as the most useful and
dignified activity. In his opinion it constituted the basis for the prosperity of a state. The Sage
of Monticello wrote down such thoughts as well. Both men were in contact with the famou~ .
French physiocrat Pierre Samuel Dupont de Nemours.
· Pictet was very unhappy. about the revolutionary disorder in Geneva. For· a while be.
was toying with the idea of emigrating to the United States. For this reason he was.looking for
written material in order to inform himself about the new country. He came across a book by
Jediah Morse. He read it, translated it, and published it in Paris in 1795 under -the title

Tableau de la situation actuelle des Etats-Unis d'Amerique. He supplied the book with an
introduction in which he showed his predilection for the American outlook: He claimed that
"Americans respect as truth only what is solidly proven, they are against any domination,
they have an independent spirit, and an illuminated mind. We can set against this only a
humiliatingly degenerated mind, which is subjugated to the tyranny of a few sacred terms. "50
And at another place he exclaims: "What an example for Europe! What a contrast in the
spirits of nations! What a disgust to return to our misery and deplorable errors after having
seen such a magnificent and sweet spectacle of a happy and free people that makes all of
nature's gifts its own! To the respect for religion and virtue, which characterises the
Americans, we oppose an unbridled philosophy. "51 He also added the American Constitution
to Morse's text, one of the first French translations. Why did he do it? Pictet gave the
following explanation: "I wanted to distract myself from what was going on and what had
happened by collecting some ideas on things that were striking to me. But slowly my work
captured me. I thought a presentation of the effects of real freedom - in contrast to fanatic
behaviour honoured by this name - could do some good. I hoped that the facts would lead to
some thoughts and that both together, published at a moment, in which more moderate ideas
seemed to come back, might help to redirect the attention to the archetype of a perfect
constitution, which is to be found to a large extent in America. "52 Pictet searched for freedom
and virtue in America, while John Adams looked for the same in the Alps.
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Besides, the Geneva country squire founded the Bibliotheque Britannique, a scientific
and literary periodical, with his brother, the scholar Marc-Auguste. This was not merely an
entrepreneurial effort, it was above all a courageous act. It was by no means harmless to draw
attention to Anglo-Saxon models in the midst of the revolutionary turmoil and the
Napoleonic dictatorship. It might have been understood as a hidden critique of the situation
in France, what it actually was, and what the book about the United States and the

Bibliotheque Britannique aimed at. "I tried to speak about freedom still at a time when its
name seemed to be associated with' offence'," Pictet observed. 53 By keeping himself busy
with the United States and the Anglo-Saxon world, he found the spiritual freedom that
Geneva, shaken by the revolution, could no longer give him. and he drew inspiration from
America in gloomy times.
Looking back on Adams, Jefferson and Pictet I am enticed to say: Those were happy
days when there were statesmen of this stature on both sides of the Atlantic, - educated men,
who did not mingle theory and practice, private life and state affairs, but who knew how to
unite them in such a way that the ideals of the Roman Republic, that the ideals of old Cato
seemed to become reality again. They were ready to stand up for their country and their
understanding of civic service impelled them to do so. However, they remained true to their
convictions, - and rather than giving them up, they withdrew from political life altogether and
devoted themselves to farming as well as literary and scientific pursuits. With an admirable
thirst for knowledge, they took part in the intellectual discussions of their time. They were
eager to learn from each other. In doing so, John Adams highlighted the value of Switzerland
perhaps more than justified as did Pictet that of the United States. They complemented each
other and revealed the exceptional relations that deserve the name 'Sister Republics.' 54
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II.
EARLY MEDIEVAL WARFARE:
THE CASE OF THE ALEMANNI AND SUEBI
Arnold H. Price
Two names are associated with the early Germanic settlement of Switzerland: The Suebi and
Alemanni, whose territory also included Alsace, Baden, Wtirttemberg, and parts of Bavaria. It is within
this area that both names still occur, furnishing the designation of the two sub-dialects occupying this
region, their relationship being so close that one cannot conceive of them as entirely unrelated
entities.
The ancient writers do not clarify the respective role of the Suebi and Alemanni any further.
as they lacked true insight into the complexities of Germanic society. Recently Hans J. Hummer tried
his hand at this problem and after an exhaustive study arrived at the conclusion that "Alemanni and
Suebi, who have different traditions and histories, acculturated one another to fashion a new grouping
with the familiar term Alemanni. " 1
Thus Hummer, by postulating two different tribal traditions, has not entertained the possibility
that Alemanni and Suebi had the same ethnic basis. The object of this study is to develop a better
understanding of the Swiss medieval warrior-club tradition by addressing this problem. 2 The war
bands or warrior clubs derived from a much earlier tradition, dating back to pagan times, to the
period of the first Germanic settlement. They were in a sense a religious cult of free unmarried men
bound together by a joint oath to a pagan deity. Their religious fervor manifested itself in the "furor
teutonicus", their ferocious battle rage. These bands enjoyed a certain autonomy, as they went out
warring and marauding on their own, often settling apart from their mother tribe. They founded
villages noted for their open fields (Gewanndorfer) often bearing names ending in -ham or -heim. 3
From the time when Caesar reached the Rhine, Roman authors reported on such bands for
several centuries without specifically identifying them. The problem addressed in this paper is how to
make a connection between these clubs and the Alemanni and/or Suebi. Caesar and Tacitus referred
1
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2
This paper is an extension of my article "Warrior-Oub Traditions in Medieval Switzerland," Swiss-American
Historical Society Review 24. No. 2 (June 1994): 25-29.

3

For more details see Arnold H. Price. The Germanic Warrior Clubs. An Inquiry into the Dynamics of the Era of
Migrations and into the Antecedents of Medieval, Society. 2nd expanded edition. Ttibingen: Universitas Verlag. 1996.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000

21

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 36 [2000], No. 2, Art. 7

21

only to the Suebi, Ammianus Marcelinus dealt with the Alemanni. These Roman commentators were
limited in their perception as they remained outsiders, not even knowing the native language. Much
later in the sixth century Gregory of Tours stated that the Suebi were Alemanni. 4 Gregory was an
observer with an inside vantage point and spoke with much greater authority than the Roman authors.
Yet even if we accept Gregory's characterization as a correct insight (and I see no reason why
not), there remains the perplexing question as to what is the significance of having two different
names attached to what appears the same body of men. If we look at other warrior clubs we note that
such dual designation indicates that one name is that of the club, and the other of the mother tribe:
The warrior clubs of the Angli were the Saxons, that of the Burgundians were the Nibelungen, etc.
The name of the club may also point to the exclusive male composition of such a group, e. g. the
Lombards or "Long Beards".
Thus the Alemanni are earmarked as a warrior club, as -manni should be perceived as
"men" .5 The earlier hypothesis that the name refers to A/ah, a sacred grove dedicated to Zi us, a
regional war god, equivalent to the Seaxnot of the Saxons,6 is no longer accepted.
Considering that the Suebi by contrast bore a generic name, one is led to test their
relationship with the Alemanni within the framework of a mother tribe with its warrior clubs. The
Alemanni would be designated as warrior clubs of Suebian origin.
Since the warrior clubs were devoted to a pagan deity, we have to consider the early period
for which we have to rely primarily on Roman authorities for any literary accounts. These reports,
mostly based on Roman military encounters along the Rhine-Limes boundary, were often superficial
on social conditions and even on tribal identities. Yet in the following a close reading of these authors
is offered to discover hitherto hidden insights into this problem of tribal identification.
Caesar in his Commentaries on the War in Gauf (without having developed evaluated
information on the subject) described the first encounter of the Romans with the Suebi. Not planning
to conquer Germania, Caesar provided a fragmentary description of Suebian institutions and he never
mentioned Alemanni.
Caesar's first reference to Suebi8 exhibited strong indications of a warrior-club presence
among them. When he relates that in 58 BCE one hundred cantons (pagi centum) under their leaders
4
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Nasua and Cimberius were about to cross the Rhine River, the reference to hundred cantons should
not be understood as a numetjcal value, but it would be better to interpret them as relating to
'hundred', a territorial subdivision identified as a warrior-club institution. 9 Moreover, their two
chieftains were not called kings, but designated as fulfilling leadership functions (praeesse).
The fragmentary nature of Caesar's information about this tribe becomes obvious m his
general account of it 10 After asserting that the Suebi are the most bellicose (bellicosissima) among the
Germanic tribes, he submits this highly improbable tale: Reportedly the Suebi have a hundred
cantons, each of which sends a thousand men annually on raids into neighboring areas. The raiders
take turns with those men of military age who stay home to till the soil. The absurdity of this
arrangement that requires thousands of men every twelve months to change from a warrior life to a
domestic existence and back should not prevent us from asking whether there was not a factual basis
to this fable. If anything, it might reflect the rather, to outsiders, confusing special status held by the
warrior clubs vis-a-vis their traditional tribal component.
Altogether, as obscure as some of the references to the Suebi are, there can be no doubt of a
warrior club presence among them, as they employed open-field tilling, a typical warrior-club
practice 11 •
The Roman historian Tacitus, writing about 150 years after Caesar, also does not mention the
Alemanni and provides a few references about the Suebi. His descriptions do not have the immediacy
found in Caesar, as he is not composing an action report, but rather data gathered as an outside
observer and critic in a highly stylized and often tendentious manner. According to Tacitus 12 the
Suebi occupied most of Germania and consisted of various sub-groups among which the Hermunduri
may be located roughly in southwest Germany .. 13 Tacitus reported specifically 14 that among Suebians
the free men wore their hair in a distinctive knot with their chieftains having a more elaborate style.
These practices related to the warrior status of the bearer, as Tacitus calls these leaders principes
(singular princeps), who are best understood to be headmen of warrior clubs. 15 Altogether we may
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conclude that there were warrior clubs among the Suebi of Caesar and Tacitus, but that there is no
evidence to show that Suebi was the specific name of such clubs.
In order to resolve this dilemma, we tum to the history written by Ammianus Marcelinus
(about 325-395), only to find that he almost exclusively referred to Alemanni 16 and hardly ever to
Suebi in this context. There is .little doubt that his Alemanni had warrior clubs. He describes how in
361 CE three bands (globi) of Alemanni invaded Gaul robbing and pillaging, each band (globus)
being ultimately and separately annihilated by Roman troops. 17 Globus is perceived not as a regular
component of military force, but rather as a freewheeling band proceeding without strategic
rationale. 18
These bands also fought as part of the tribal military force. Thus, in the battle of Strasbourg
in 357 CE the Alemanni order of battle listed two chief kings (reges), five kings (reges) with less
authority, and ten princes (regales), the latter ten being undoubtedly warrior-club leaders. 19 This
conclusion is based on the analysis of the dual structure of the Alemanni society with kings ruling
'tribes' and princes leading warrior bands. The Alemanni not only had autonomous warrior clubs,
but were also divided into various ethnic components (populi), each with its own royalty. 20
The Alemannic forces at the battle of Strasbourg (357 CE) were led by the following pairs of
kings (reges): Chonodomarius and Vestralpus, Urius and Ursicinus, Suomarius and Hortarius, as well
as by Serapio, each pair ruling one tribe. These six kings did not behave like warrior-club leaders, as
they surrendered to the Romans. 21 The chief commanders in this battle were Chonodomarius and
Serapio, the latter's status is not clear. 22 The Alemannic host at Strasbourg thus consisted of regular
units as well as warrior clubs.
There remains the problem of linking Alemanni with the Suebi. We have noted that the Suebi
wore a distinctive hair knot. It probably was no coincidence that the Alemanni also had a specific
hairstyle: Their warriors dyed their hair red. 23
16
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There remains the problem of linking Alemanni with the Suebi. We have noted that the Suebi
wore a distinctive hair knot. It probably was no coincidence that the Alemanni also had a specific
hairstyle: Their warriors dyed their hair red. 23
To sum up: Suebi was the generic term used to designate a tribe or cluster of tribes; their
warrior clubs were belatedly known as Alemanni and were substantially of Suebian descent. 24
Both the Suebi and Alemanni settled in south-west Germania, and their overlapping identity is
such that while one can separate Suebian from Alemannic lands by dialect boundaries, they both had
the same Suebian background. This is brought out by Gregory's report that the Suebi were
Alemanni, an opinion rendered with the insider's knowledge. That the Romans at one period knew
only of the Alemanni may best be explained that their bands had the most frequent contact with
-outsiders as a result of constantly raiding neighbors.
This close symbiotic relationship between ethnic and warrior elements has -developed into the
specific Swiss heritage: There is the pronounced military tradition without a power base, there is a
strong conservative force with an authoritarian presumption, and there is a culture of autonomy
coupled with the ability to integrate and to bond.

Trajan's Column: Club-swinging bari>arians in combat with
Roman forces.

[Fig. 2, in Price, The Germanic Warrior Clubs(l 996),33]

23

Ibid., XVII, 2, 6.

24

Hummer, "Barbarian Identity," 5, postulates a "polyglot" identity for the Alemanni.
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III.

GERTRUDE HOFMANN LANGER.
THE STORY OF A LIFE
-As told to Edward G. Langer
I was born on May 1, 1911 in Kttsnacht, Canton Zttrich, Switzerland. That day is a national
holiday in Switzerland which is their equivalent of our Labor Day. It certainly was Labor Day for my
mother, Marie Walder Hofmann. (December 22, 1890 - August 23, 1959). The name Kttsnacht
means a kiss in the night. My name was a very common name in Switzerland at the time. I had no
middle name. The Swiss spelling of my name is Gertrud.
I was baptized on November 19, 1911 in Sulgen, Canton Thurgau. My sponsors were my
grandfather, Jean Walder. and Frida Bachofner. who may have been one of my father's cousins. I was
baptized in the Swiss Reformed Church.
My father. Friedrich Hofmann, (February 20, 1888 - April 1, 1920) was from Stein, Canton
Aargau. This village is on the Rhine River across from the town of Bad Sackingen, Germany. Since
citizenship in Swftzerland is received from one's father, I was a citizen of Stein even though I never
lived there and only visited the village a few times. On his marriage certificate Friedrich is listed as a
"Kaufmann" which means a businessman or a merchant. He was an amateur artist. The painting of
the Castle Chillon is by my father. Edward has another large painting done by my father that he was
given by a cousin in Switzerland as well as a small painting.
I remember meeting my grandfather Heinrich Hofmann (June 5, 1856 - February 2, 1929).
He was real tall. He was a "Ferger" [a haulier?]. He was also an amateur artist who spent most of his
Sundays painting with watercolors or doing pencil or ink sketches of plants, buildings, villages or
little posters. Edward has three sketches by him that he was given by a cousin in Switzerland. His
wife, Maria Anna Mueller, (March 22,1861 - September 11, 1936) was shorter, like my cousin Erika
Egli and me.
My mother, Marie Walder, was from the village of Oetwil am See, Canton Zurich. "Am See"
means on or by the sea, since the village is a few miles from Lake Ztirich. I never lived there and only
visited a few times. One of the people I visited there was my cousin, Luisli Walder. I remember going
there as a little girl for the f~meral of my great-grandfather, Albert Walder, who died on July 18,
1915.
I did not live long in Ktisnacht. We moved to Schonenberg, Canton Thurgau, after Ktisnacht
and lived there a few years. We lived' in Kradolf, Canton Thurgau for a very short time and then
moved to Horgen, Canton Ztirich. Finally, we lived in Hauptwil near Bischofszell in Canton Thurgau .
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So I lived in five places during my ten years in Switzerland. My mother and I lived all of these years
with her parents, Jean Walder (April 20, 1860 - June 18, 1933) and Marie Walder-Haab (February 22,
1864 - February 26, 1948), also known as Little Grandma. On the records of Oetwil am See, Jean's
name is listed as Johannes. He always went by Jean during my life. My grandfather ran some
factories for people and he moved around a lot. I believe the factories were always textile factories.
On my parents' marriage record he is listed as a "Technischer Leiter in Weberei, Kiisnacht.,, This
translates as Technical Director in the Textile Factory in Kttsnacht. We used to say he was part Jewish
because of the way he wandered.
When I was about nine months old, I vomited all of my food. I could not tolerate milk. Later
I had serious trouble with my legs. They were so crooked, I could not walk. When I was about three
years old, I was taken to a hospital in Winterthur for an operation. Both legs were operated on. I recall
the hospital being very clean and white. I also remember walking with casts on both of my legs and
how dirty they got. Afterwards, I had to take cod liver oil. It was awful. I also contracted head lice
when I was a young girl. They washed my head with kerosene in an attempt to solve the problem.
This was not successful and so they shaved my head. This explains the pictures where I have closely
cropped hair.
Growing up, I remember eating a lot of soups. We did not eat meat very often other than on
Sundays and an occasional sausage during the week. We also had a lot of quiche - like dishes made
of cheese or seasonal vegetables such as spinach and rhubarb. We had a lot of apples. Oranges were
precious. I remember the first time I saw a banana. I was riding on a train going through the Gotthard
Pass to Italy. A man on the train let me try his banana. Usually for breakfast we would eat cereal such
as muesli or oatmeal. The first time I had an American style breakfast was on the boat to America
when I had ham, eggs and oranges. Dinner was at noon. We were never hungry.
My parents, Marie and Friedrich Hofmann, were married on October 31, 1910 and divorced
on November 6, 1912. At about that time my mother and I moved to another town. I do not know for
sure why my parents divorced. My father was an office worker who worked for my grandfather, Jean
Walder. My parents also lived with my grandfather, Jean Walder, who was a domineering individual.
Jean did not think very highly of my father. He called him an empty head.

My father could not

tolerate the situation and left. He tried to take my mother with him, but my ·grandfather's influence
on her was too strong. My sister Betty has stated that Jean threatened to keep me if Marie left with my
father. (The probable source of this story is my grandmother, who liked to tell stories, some of which
were of doubtful truthfulness). I only vaguely remember meeting my father. I only have one present
from my father which is a small purse. I do know that my mother always loved my father and spoke
highly of him. In fact, my step-father, Leo Lotscher, was a little jealous of my father. My mother gave
me pictures of my father when she realized that they bothered Leo.
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My mother and I lived with my grandparents until my mother and I came to America in
1921. For a while, my uncle Hans Walder lived with us. I have fond memories of growing up in this
household. I remember going swimming with Hans. He used to carry me on his back in the water. It
was a lot of fun. I remember going on hikes with my mother in the hilly Swiss countryside. She
taught me songs during these hikes. This was in Schonenberg. I also remember going to shooting
meets with my mother and grandfather. My grandfather was a good marksman and won a number of
medals. He took my mother along to dance with him. My mother was strict with me. I was taught to
be obedient.
One of the Swiss customs I remember involved Saint Nicklaus Day. On December 6, we
always received a visit from Saint Nick and his servant, Knecht Ruprec~t. If we were good, we
received goodies from Saint Nick. If we were bad, we were punish~ by Knecht Ruprecht.
My mother had many interests as a young woman in Switzerland. She was very interested in
&peranto, which is a world language. She belonged to anti-drinking clubs (this was probably a
reaction to her father's drinking). All her life my mother refrained from drinking on other than
special occasions such as her birthday. We went to many different churches on Sundays. I remember
her breaking her leg sledding down a hill.
My grandmother, was a real good person. I loved her a lot. She kept the house and did
everything for us.
Jean Walder had an explosive personality. He had a temper and he would throw chairs. There
are later reports of his having a drinking problem, but I did not observe that as a child. He was
married twice. His first wife was Emilie Gujer (April 28, 1865 - ?). They were married on February
20, 1883. They had two children: Johannes O~. who went by Otto, (June 23, 1883 - 1956) and
Emilie (November 19, 1886 - _?) They were divorced on May 23, 1889 in Meilen, Switzerland. My
grandmother was his second wife.
My aunt, Emilie Walder lived in St. Gallen with her husband, Johann Peter Albertin. He was
from Wartau, Canton St. Gallen. They were married on April 25, 1908. My uncle was soft-spoken
a~d smoked a lot of-pipes. He was a very nice man. They had a beautiful house which I visited. I
spent a lot of vacations there. They had a child who was terribly crippled. Emilie had a picture of her
-~ other above her bed. Whenever Jean visited, she turned her mother's picture around.
I do not remember my uncle Otto Walder in Switzerland. He may already have been in
·.,

America. My cousin Joanna said that Otto married his first wife, Louisa Glatz, in Milwaukee on July
28, 1910. If this is true, he was in America before I was born.
I remember Hans (June 4, 1897 - March 23, 1973) very well. He was always borrowing
money from my mother. He used to wreck a lot of bicycles. My mother would bail him out of
trouble a lot. When I was a baby, we lived a block from the school that Hans attended. I cried a lot as
a baby, and they said that Hans used to come from school at lunch-time and throw a pillow case over
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my head to dampen the racket. He was spoiled. I remember one day when we were having sausages
for dinner. Hans did not like them and so he threw them against the wall. I remember hearing stories
about my mother's brother Ernst (October 20, 1898 - July 18, 1900). He died after falling out of a
window.
I had a sister Hedwig who was born in 1915. She was a very delicate person. She was blond
and small. I did not get along with her well. She was quite feminine and I was more of a tomboy. I
would play catch and go swimming in summer. I played with the boys. I did not have problems
making friends. Hedwig did. She was a neat girl who did not like to get dirty. I was the opposite.
Hedwig died on December 2, 1919 after eating frozen, green apples. She had terrible diarrhea. They
tried feeding her everything. They even cooked oatmeal and just gave her the liquid from it. These
remedies failed. Her stomach had burst. I remember going to eat at an alcohol-free restaurant after
we buried her. There was no church service. She is buried in Horgen.
I remember going frantically in search of my father's hospital when my mother learned that
he was dying. He had contracted blood-poisoning. Apparently they could have amputated his leg and
saved his life, but Friedrich refused to live the life of a cripple. We must have visited every hospital in
Zurich. My grandfather ~ean had not given the message about my father's illness to my mother right
away. While we were looking for his hospital we learned that my father had died on April 1, 1920 and
already was buried in Stein, Canton Aargau. My father had remarried, and had two small children,
Rita (January 13, 1919 - pre~ent) and Max (September 29, 1917 - present). His second wife, Emma
Mueller, was pregnant with his third child, Friedtjch, who was born on October 19, 1920 after my
father's death. It was very nice of Emma to send a message to her dying husband's ex-wife so that he
could see her and his daughter prior to his death.
On June 18, 1921, my Aunt Louisa Glatz Walder died in Wisconsin. She had given birth to
Lillian Walder (later Fehrman) on March 23, 1921. Lillian was a very tiny baby who fit in a cigar
box. My grandfather told my mother that she had to go to America to take care of her orphaned
niece'. When my mother asked me if I wanted to move to America, I said, "If I can go to school
there." I always liked school.
Before coming to America my mother took me to say good-bye to my father's relatives. We
went to Stein where I met the three Egli sisters: Erika, Mary and Klara. My first cousin, Hans Ent,
remembered meeting me although I do not remember meeting him. For him, I was someone special,
his cousin going to America. For me, he was just another cousin. I was just anxious to go.
Sometime after my father's death and prior to going to America, my mother took me to
Seebach, near Zurich, to see my father's children from his second marriage. I remember meeting
Rita, Max, and Fritz, who was just a tiny baby. This was the only contact I had with these three until

the mid-1970s when my son Edward showed me his correspondence with them.
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In August, 1921, my mother and I set sail for America. We traveled on the S.S. Nieuw
Amsterdam, a ship of the Holland - America line. We traveled by train to Rotterdam, the Netherlands,
where we boarded the ship. I would not see Switzerland again until 1969, after my step-father, Leo
Lotscher, died and left me a small sum of money.

My Youth in America
When we arrived in America we went to Lowell, Wisconsin to live with_my uncle Otto. We
lived with Otto for about a year until November 4, 1922, when my mother married Leo Lotscher,
(May 6, 1885 - March 12, 1968), a cheesemaker in Reeseville, who was originally from Atihli,
Canton Luzem, Switzerland. My mother and Leo were married in . Reeseville, Wisconsin. We then
moved to Leipsig, outside of Beaver Dam, where Leo was·running a cheese factory. Leo was a very
kind man who always took very good care of me. He treated me like his daughter. I believe he would
have adopted me if he had known more about the American legal system. (I was secretly glad he
didn't adopt me since I didn't like the name.)
Leo and Marie had three children: Louise Margaret Marie (June 15, 1923 - present), Robert

Leo (June 19, 1925 - present) and Elizabeth Jean (March 11, 1932 - present). Robert was named after
Senator Robert LaFollette, whom Leo greatly admired. My relationship with these children was more
like mother - child than sister - half-sibling, given the age difference. This is especially true of Betty.
In fact, I taught Louise and Bob in grade school _in Clyman.
During the summer of 1922, I lived in Milwaukee with the sister of Otto Walder' s first wife,
whose married name was Bock. They ran a rooming house. I do not know why I was sent to live there
that summer. I remember going to McKinley Beach to go swimming. I was surprised to see that
Lillian did not do everything that she was told as a child.
I had trouble adjusting to school in America. Math was easy because it was universal, but the
other subjects were hard. It took me a year to learn English. I was assigned to first grade for a month,
attended second grade for a couple months and then entered third grade. I found America to be
different from Switzerland in a number of ways, such as there being a lot more meat and fruit to eat. I
also thought American children were spoiled and didn't have to obey their parents.
Since there was no Swiss Reformed Church in Beaver Dam, I joined the First Lutheran Church
in Beaver Dam. I was confirmed there as a Lutheran and later converted to Roman Catholicism
during college.
I started violin lessons in Lowell, Wisconsin when I was eleven years old. At that time, I was
receiving a small pension from the Swiss government as a result of my father's death. My mother
decided that this money should go for my musical training in the violin. The minister was my first
teacher. I picked up piano on my own. I only took ten piano lessons in my life. I liked the piano
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more, but we did not have the space for a piano. We did have a pump organ. I took lessons at
Wayland Academy in Beaver Dam. We had a string quartet.
Shortly after we came to America, my uncle Hans Walder followed. He lived at the Bock
rooming house in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He married Rose Filippi (January 15, 1893 - April 11,
1974), a native of Rapperswil, Canton St. Gallen, Switzerland, on September 2, 1922 in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. They were married at the Bock rooming house. They had four children: Margaret Rose
(April 12, 1924 - present); Ernst Rudolph (August 2, 1925 - present); Mabel (June 3, 1929 - 1935)
and Virginia Gertrud (October 13, 1930 - present) In Spring 1927, Hans and family returned to
Switzerland. They decided they liked America better and returned to Wisconsin. When they returned,
they stayed with the Lotschers.
My uncle Otto married Ida Bliss on August 16, 1923. Ida knew my mother in Switzerland.
My mother wrote to her and, in effect, arranged the marriage. They had two children, Benjamin
Roland (May 27, 1927 - present) and Johanna Juanita, who goes by Joanna (April 13, 1933 present). Another male child died. Ida loved children and doted on them. Ida died in 1956 and is
buried in Milwaukee.
I lived with Hans and his family in a cheese factory on Highway 33, east of Beaver Dam, the
summer Ernie was born (1925). I helped Rose in the house. I remember that Rose Walder was a real
good cook. Later in life I learned that Hans made the best cocktails, gin with raspberry juice from
real raspberries.
In 1929, I graduated from Beaver Dam High School. I went to Oshkosh Normal School that
fall for a one-year teacher's certificate. I shared a room in a private home, including the bed, for a
few months. My roommate gave me scabies and so I then got a private room. I cleaned the house to
help pay my rent. I also tutored a little girl. I waited on tables for a dollar. One night I was asked to
mop the floor. I quit since I did not mind making salads, but was not going to mop the floor.
Miss Taylor, a teacher at Oshkosh, asked me if I was a foreigner because my English
sentences were a little mixed up. Afterwards, she helped me with my compositions. During my
practice teaching, I pronounced some words phonetically. While I was at Oshkosh, I continued my
musical studies. I was the second chair, first violin, behind a professional musician, in the Fox Valley
Symphony. I had the opportunity to play concerts in a number of towns, including Oshkosh and
Ripon. I dreamed of being able to work a few years and save enough money to study music at
Oberlin College in Ohio. I also was in the glee club and the college orchestra. The orchestra practiced
every Sunday afternoon at the Episcopal Church where the director was a member.
While I was at Oshkosh, I decided to convert to Roman Catholicism. My primary reason for
making the conversion was my disappointment in the Lutheran Church's constant railing against the
Catholics. My step-father was Roman Catholic and he had a positive influence on my decision. In
addition, my mother had converted to Roman Catholicism shortly before I did. The priest in
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R~eville told me that my mother could not see me converting to Catholicism first and so she
decided to convert.
In 1932, Marie and Leo moved to Clyman Center cheese factory which was located near the
intersection of Highway 16 and 60 in Clyman, Wisconsin. They ran this cheese factory until around
1938, when they moved to Pennsylvania.
Jobs were scarce crnd pay was low for teachers. This was the Depression. My first job was
teaching in a one-room school in Fremont, Wisconsin in the fall of 1930. I got the job because a
school board member was Swiss and knew Leo Lotscher. I taught there two years. I rented a room
from Eleanor Klemp for my quarters.
In the fall of 1932, I got a job teaching at Clyman Center. (Clyman Center was located at the
intersection of Highways 16, 26 and 60). This school was across the road from the cheese factory that
Leo Lotscher operated, and so I moved in with my parents. I bought a piano at this time. I taught

there and lived with my parents until September, 1934, when I married Francis Langer.
During 1933, I. with a young man, made cheese for Hans and Rose while they traveled to the
World's Fair.
Courtship and Marriage
I met Francis Langer in 1932 at a dance in Richwood. I had gone to this dance as someone
else's date. I talked to Francis there. He was good looking and very outgoing. He asked me where I
lived and I told him Leipsig. He said that was too far to go, but he asked me for a date after I moved
to Clyman Center. We sang together in the church choir at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church m
Clyman.
He asked me to marry him in late 1933. I agreed. I received a diamond ring on my birthday
in 1934. We had a party at Clyman Center on my birthday. I did the cooking because my mother was
in Switzerland. Her father, Jean Walder, had died on June 18, 1933 and Marie was probably helping
to finalize his personal and financial affairs. Francis wrote a letter to my mother while she was gone
informing her of his desire to marry me and to secure her blessings. The letter, written in English, was
one of the few ever written by Francis.
At the time just prior to our marriage, Francis was running the farm due to his father's death
on August 16, 1933. Living with Francis on the farm were his mother, Amelia Pitterle Langer
(December 9, 1879 - June 19, 1958), his sister, Jeanette, now Sister Mary Grace Langer (March 3,
1917 - present), and Henry Langer (February 6, 1919 - present). I was desirous of being the head of
my own household and made it clear to Francis that was my desire. I do not know if Amelia wanted
to stay, but I made my wishes clear. At that time a lot of parents stayed on the farm after their
children married (e.g., the Haases). As a result of my desire and perhaps in accord with Amelia's own
intentions, Francis' mother and siblings moved to Watertown a few weeks after our wedding. (Sister
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Grace reports that her mother told her that they should move because she wanted to stay on good
terms with her daughter-in-law. Amelia moved in with her ailing mother.)
Our wedding occurred on September 11, 1934 at Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church in
Clyman, Wisconsin. Father Klapoetke officiated. The attendants were Leo and Alta Langer. We had
our reception at the cheese factory at Oyman Center.
Marie Walder-Haab came to America for my wedding. She went back to Switzerland after
staying in America about a year. She returned to America in March 1936. (Betty Lotscher
remembers her arrival quite well because her grandmother brought her a Michelmaus for her
birthday. A relative in Switzerland had made the little doll.) She kept house for Marie and cared for
Betty. She never spoke English, but probably understood quite a bit. (Betty remembers that she
claimed to be a vegetarian, but that she caught her eating salami) She wanted to return to Switzerland,
but World War II intervened. After the war she wanted to return to Switzerland to die, but she was
never able to fulfill this wish. She is buried near North Leeds, Wisconsin, in the same cemetery where
her son Hans and his family are buried.
Francis and I took a honeymoon trip to Chicago and then traveled to visit Francis' cousins in
the Ellsworth, Wisconsin area, driving along the Mississippi River on the way.
On December 5, 1934, my mother sent a letter to my father's relatives in Stein, Switzerland, to
announce my marriage. (Edward was given this letter by my cousin Erika Egli). The letter reads as
follows:
Meine Lichen alle.
Ich bin also wieder gut bei meinen Lichen angelangt und waren alle sehr erfreut mich
und die liebe Grossmama zu empfangen. Leider gefallt es aber der Mama in America nicht
und wird sie sehr warscheinlich wieder nach der lieben Schweiz reisen. Das Klima und die
rasche Lebensweise bier gefallen ihr nicht. & ist ihr zu viel Besuch und allerlei. Sie w~r sich
halt an ein gar ruhiges Leben gewohnt. Nun wir sind froh, <lass sie einmal ftir Weihnachten
bier ist und nehmen dankbar jede Stunde wo Sie bleibt.
Gertrud hat sich nun also am elften September verheiratet. Sie hat es voraus sichtlich
gut gemacht. Haben eine schone grosse Farm, wo es allerdings auch genug Arbeit gibt. Hier
arbeiten die Farmerfrauen auch die meisten sehr viel. Mama sagt auch, sie glaube schon wir
haben viel arbeit so wie wir essen so 3 voile Mahlzeiten im Tag. Gertrud muss jede Woche 3
mal backen Brod, Kuchen ect. Die Americaner sind es halt so gewohnt. Ich lege Euch bier
noch <las Bildli bei wo ich bei Euch gemachs und ein paare von der Hochzeit. Vergesst nicht
mir oder Gertrud bald zu schreiben und seid hezl. gegrtisst von uns beiden sowie von unsren
Gatten und Grossmutter.
Roughly translated, the letter reads as follows:
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To all of my loved ones,
Things are going well for me and I am especially pleased that my beloved
Grossmama is here. Unfortunately Mama does not like America and she wants to return to
Switzerland. She does not like the climate and life-style. There is too much visiting for her
and she was accustomed to a quieter life. So we are happy that she will be here for Christmas
and we are thankful for every hour she stays.
Gertrud was married on September 11. She has done well. [They] have a beautiful,
big farm where there is much work. Here the farmwives work very _hard, for the most part.
Mama also says that she believes that we also have so much work because we must eat three
full meals a day. Gertrud must bake bread, cakes, etc., three times a week. The Americans are
accustomed to this.
I am sending you small pictures I took while I visited you and also from the wedding.
Don't forget to write me or Gertrud soon and you are heartily greeted by us both, our
husbands and Grandmother.

1934 - 1939
When I moved into the farmhouse, the master bedroom was downstairs where the small
bedroom off the old dining room used to be. Shortly thereafter we moved upstairs.
It was expected that I would help with the milking when I moved to the farm. I tried to milk
the cows but was unable to because my hands swelled up too much. My other responsibilities were for
the house and the garden. Francis had the assistance of a hired man on the farm until Vem was old
enough, 14, to work on the farm. The hired men generally lived with us and stayed in the small
downstairs bedroom on the south end of the house. These hired men included Van Harris' brother
Glenn.
My life was soon filled with the responsibility of children since I had Jean in 1935, Vern in
1936, Carol in 1937 and Mary in 1939. I had complete responsibility for the children. At that time, it
was rare for a father to assume child-rearing duties and Francis was the norm rather than the
exception. He liked children when they were about two and so he would play with them in the
morning when they were that age. As was common, he never changed a diaper.· (Of course, given the
choice, I wouldn't have either).
Our life got a lot more stressful as a result of the children, especially due to their health
problems. Both Carol and Vem had severe asthma. There were times I would hold one of them all
night and slowly rock them .
We both had our hobbies that we pursued. I, of course, had my music. I brought my piano
from Clyman Center. Francis went pheasant and fox hunting and bowled.
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Despite these responsibilities, we were able to take a couple trips. In 1936 we took a trip to
Rib Mountain, Wisconsin. Francis' first cousin Esther Gritzbauch came to the farm and cared for Jean
in our absence. Our hired man took care of the farm.
My parents moved to New Holland, Pennsylvania, in about 1937. Leo was in charge of a
cheese factory owned by Zausner and Company. (I still have a couple small, wooden cheese boxes
from this factory). They returned to Ixonia, Wisconsin in about 1945 and for a short while ran a
cheese factory there for John Faeh. Shortly thereafter they moved to Madison, Wisconsin where Leo
worked for Oscar Mayer and Company.
In about 1939 we took a trip to the World's Fair in New York City. We were accompanied by
my aunt and uncle Hans and Rose Walder. Francis did all of the driving on this trip. The trip took at
least a week and involved a lot of driving on narrow roads. We visited the Lotschers in New Holland,
Pennsylvania, on the way. We also went to Gettysburg. Esther Gritzbauch stayed on the farm with the
children. Glenn Harris took care of the chores. I remember that there was no Catholic Church m
Newtown. Mass was held in a large room above a store.
During the summers of 1937, 1938 and 1939, my sister Louise stayed with us and helped me
with the house and kids.

1940 - 1949
Two children were quickly born in this period. Ralph was born in 1940 and Richard was born
in 1941.
In about June 1943 I had appendicitis. During the operation the doctors determined that I
was a few weeks pregnant with Robert. A blood clot developed. My mother traveled from
Pennsylvania to help care for me. My condition was so serious that I was given the last rites which
were only given at that time to someone on his or her death-bed. The doctor advised my mother and
Francis that if I recovered, any additional births would probably kill me. I guess I showed them since
I went on to have seven more children. This was very hard on Francis, who wept bitterly during the
worst of the crisis.
The Second World War did not have a serious impact on our lives because Francis received a
deferment due to his farming. These farm deferments were jokingly referred to as "hiding beneath
the cow's tail." We did grow a new crop, hemp, which was used to make rope. At one time, German
prisoners of war were sent to help with the harvest. Francis still remembered enough German to
converse with them.
It was late in the war, about 1944, that we started to raise turkeys. We kept most of them on
the range. With rationing of food during the war we had to be careful that turkeys were not stolen
during the night. Francis became extensively involved with this industry. Francis signed the charter
for the state's turkey council in a lawyer's office in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. We went to turkey
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conventions almost every year. Some of these were state conventions and others were national
conventions. These were held in Minneapolis, Eau Claire, Chicago and Milwaukee. One year we took
Richard and Ralph to the convention. We stayed in the turkey business until about 1962.
We,of course, had more children in the 1940s. Robert was born in 1944, Elizabeth in 1945,
Michael in 1947 and Rosemarie in 1948. With more children in the household, I was unable to give
as much personal attention to the younger children as I was able to give to the older ones. Jean, Carol
and Mary gradually assumed a great deal of responsibility in the household including helping with
household chores and minding the children. During the summer of 1947, my sister Betty stayed with
us and helped with the house and kids.
It was near the end of this period that Vern also began to assume responsibility for helping
with the farm chores. When he became old enough we stopped having a hired hand.
Francis also assumed community responsibilities during this period. He became one of the
trustees of St. John the Baptist Church in Clyman, Wisconsin. (His cousin Cyrus Langer was also one
of the trustees for part of the time).
In about 1949, a fish pond was built west of the buildings, which was planted with large
mouth bass and bluegill. However, the pond was quickly overgrown with weeds, which doomed the
fish, but did not interfere with its primary use as a swimming hole and ice-skating rink. In the
summer of 1965, a swimming pool southeast of the house was built. However, it was plagued with
cracks from its inception and was bulldozed in 1978 (?).
I also sang in the Messiah in Watertown every year during the Christmas season.

1950 - 1959
It was during this period that I finally stopped having children. David was born in 1950 and
he was followed the next year by Patrick. Edward was born in 1954. When I was pregnant the last
time, we kept telling people that if the next child was a boy we could field a baseball team. Although
we thought after three boys in a row we would have a girl , we completed our baseball team when
Terry was born on April 19, 1955. I was two weeks shy of my 44th birthday.
Life was much more hectic with all these children. Each additional child strained our meager
financial resources and also required Francis and I to spread our attention among more children. It
was also harder to deal with children as we got older. Of course the children also assumed more
responsibility as they grew older: the girls in the house and the boys with the farming. There were
certain advantages to having all these children. Francis made a bargain with his elder sons that they
could have a car to drive to high school if they would do the milking. This allowed him to sleep later
since he was not a morning person.
A major crisis occurred in the summer of 1952. Francis wanted Vern to quit school and stay
home and work on the farm. I was terribly opposed to the idea. I thought that all of the children
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should have the opportunity to finish high school. With the assistance of Bill Kading, I argued with
Francis that Vern should be allowed to finish high school. Fortunately, the State of Wisconsin passed
a statute that required all children to attend school until they were 16. This meant that Vern at least
had to start his junior year in high school. After he started school, I was able to persuade Francis to
allow him to finish his junior year. The next summer we had the same argument again, but eventually
I prevailed and Vem, and all the rest of the boys, were allowed to finish high school. (It should be
noted that Jean's attendance at school was not an issue).
Jean and Vern had started grade school together and thus graduated together from Watertown
High School in 19.54. At that time the house was full with 13 children. Given the crowdedness, we
found Jean a job in Madison and moved her in with my parents. Vern was planning on staying home
to await the draft. While he waited, he worked on the farm and worked part-time in town. By the time
he took, and failed, the army physical, he had decided that he had no interest in taking over the farm.
H(? started college in the second semester.
We were able to take a few vacations during the 1950s. In 1956, we went with Esther
Gritzbauch and her husband, Louis Weber, to Golden, Colorado to see Francis' brother Henry. We
traveled through the Badlands, Mount Rushmore and the Black Hills of South Dakota on our way.
While we were in Colorado, Henry took us to see the sights in the area, including the mountains and a
mine. Unfortunately, before we left, I had fallen walking down to the chicken house that was below
the granary. My right knee was seriously injured. I had to keep my leg up during most of the trip
and I could hardly walk. Louise helped care for the children during this trip. This was not difficult
because she lived with her family near Reeseville at the time. In 1957, Jean, Carol, Francis and I took
a trip east that went through Erie, Pennsylvania; Niagara Falls; Canada; Sault Ste. Marie; and Door
County. Mary watched the kids. Francis would get disturbed when boys would eye his daughters
during the trip.
We got a dishwasher in about 19.58. Francis decided to get one so I could spend more time
with the children, especially with their music lessons.
In 1959, we had a family reunion on the farm to celebrate our 25th wedding anniversary.
Almost a hundred relatives and friends attended. After the party Francis, Mary, Edward, Terry and I
took the Santa Fe train to San Diego, California to visit my eldest daughter Jean who was pregnant
with the eldest grandchild. Anthony Francis Michaels was born on September 20, 1959 while we were
there. During this trip, we also visited Francis' aunt Dora Pitterle, and his cousins Eleanor and Lydia
Klecker in Los Angeles.
During the 1950s we also took a lot of day trips. These included trips to the Wisconsin State
Fair, to Milwaukee Braves games, to Port Washington to see Francis' sister, Sister Mary Grace, and to
ride the free ferry at Merrimac, Wisconsin.
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1960 - 1969
The 1960s, in contrast to the earlier decades, were marked with the departure, and not the
arrival, of children. As children reached their late teens they moved out, generally to attend college.
My relationship with my children began to change. With fewer children around, I was able to spend
more time with the children who were there. Starting with the fall of 1961, I had a lot more personal
time because, for the first time since October 1935, I did not have a pre-schooler to care for. It was
much easier to go visit relatives and friends such as my step-father, Francis' aunts Martha Langer and
Mary Peirick, and my cousin Lillian Walder Fehrman. Sometimes I would have one of the younger
boys stay home from school so they could accompany me on a trip to Madison to see my step-father.
Our community orientation also underwent a change in the early 1960s. In around 1961,
consolidated school districts were introduced into Dodge County. Clyman Consolidated School was
to become part of the Juneau school district. Since we did not want our children to go to Juneau High
School, which was inferior to the Watertown High School, we petitioned to have our farm included in
the Watertown School District. We were successful in this effort and as a result our children could no
longer attend Clyman Consolidated School unless we wanted to pay tuition. That did not seem wise
and so Francis went to the pastor of Saint Henry's Catholic Church in Watertown to see if the
youngest four children, David, Patrick, Edward and Terrence, could attend the parish's school. This
was a natural step since St. Henry's was historically a German parish and Francis had attended second
grade there in order to prepare for First Communion. Unfortunately, the school was full. Francis
asked the pastor if he could inquire at the Irish parish, Saint Bernard's. With the pastor's blessing,
Francis checked with Saint Bernard's and found they had room for the four boys. So in the fall of
1962, the four boys began to attend St. Bernard's grade school in Watertown.
In about 1964, I cared for Louise's three youngest kids, John, Kathy and Dan while she and
Van traveled to Texas and Mexico. In 1966, Ralph, Jan and Marcia moved home for a short period of
time while they were in the process of moving from Oshkosh to Milwaukee.
A couple years later, Francis began having a serious dispute with the pastor, Father Thomas,
of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Clyman. He decided to leave the Clyman parish and join
St. Bernard's.
In 1965 we finished the swimming pool. This allowed me to conveniently get my favorite
exercise.
During the middle-1960s, I was asked to substitute teach a number of times at St. Bernard's.
A family friend, Genevieve Meyer Klink, was teaching fifth grade at St. Bernard's and she was
instrumental in asking me to substitute. Later I was asked to take a full-time position teaching second
grade. I started this full-time position in the fall of 1967. Teaching gave me enough money to allow
us to make improvements to the house, including remodeling the living room.
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The 1960s also saw a marked widening of our circle of friends. Our eldest son, Vern, had
joined a German male chorus in Milwaukee, the Milwaukee Liederkranz. In about 1968, he asked if
they could have a combination picnic and campout at the farm. We agreed to that and for about ten
years they had picnics and campouts at the farm. It was through this organization that we got to know
the Brincks and Schmidtners.
In 1968, my step-father died. I was surprised to learn that he had left his estate in equal shares
to his three children and me. I decided that Leo would have wanted me to use this money to take a
trip back to Switzerland. So in the summer of 1969, Francis and I traveled to Europe. We visited Italy
and Switzerland. My eldest daughter, Jean, and her family were there and so we did some traveling
with them. We visited the Egli sisters, my cousin Luisli Walder and my step-father's sister, Emilie
Wicki-Lotscher in Switzerland. My son Ralph watched the farm.
Shortly thereafter, Jean and family moved to Wisconsin. They lived with us temporarily and I
had the honor of teaching one of my grandchildren for a short period of time at Saint Bernard's.
The end of the decade saw a major change in the farm operation. In 1969, Patrick graduated
from high school. This left Terry and Edward to help on the farm. Neither one was well suited to
farming. Terry was small and Edward had suffered from a serious illness as a child which limited his
physical abilities. He also had a bad attitude toward farming. Francis was sixty years old and clearly
could not handle the work without a substantial contribution from someone. He was also looking
toward retirement. He started to receive Social Security when he became 62 years old in 1971.
Therefore the decision was made to phase out the milking operation. This was completed by 1970.
The milking operation had been the major source of the farm income, and thus my paycheck
assumed a greater importance in the family. I also developed asthma in about 1966.
Also in the late 1960s Francis gave up hunting. He did this for a number of reasons. One of
these was his age. Another one was the anti-war and anti-violence sentiment expressed by a number
of his children. We were frequently visited by Louis and Esther Weber, Andy and Rosie Boyum, Bob
and Bern Marks. We played a lot of sheepshead with them. I continued to make trips to see my stepfather in Madison and my sister Louise near Plainfield.
During the early sixties, Joe Caughlin frequently helped with the farmwork. During most of
the sixties, Louis Weber also helped on a periodic basis. During the late sixties and early seventies,
Ralph helped a lot on the farm. We also had a party at the farm in 1964 for the 25th Jubilee of Sister
Mary Grace.
1970 - 1979

Terry graduated from high school in 1973 and went away to college. Francis and I were
alone together for the first time since October 1935. Edward and Terry continued to live at home
during the summers until 1979, but as adults they were not a major concern.
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Francis and I took another trip to Europe in 1972 and again visited the Egli sisters, Luisli
Walder and Emilie Wicki-Lotscher. We traveled with the Milwaukee Liederkranz. Gary and Rosie
Zimmer watched the farm.
At the end of 1976, I re-established contact with my two half-brothers and my half-sister in
Switzerland. This was the result of the efforts of my son Edward. Edward spent six months in school
in southwestern Germany in 1973. Before he left, I gave him the addresses of the Egli sisters, Luisli
Walder and Emilie Wicki-Lotscher and I encouraged him to visit them. While he was in Switzerland
he learned of my parents' divorce. I had never discussed this with Francis or the children because of
the stigma that divorce had at the time. Edward discussed his discoveries with me when he returned,
but never said a word to Francis. By 1976 Edward had addresses for my siblings and he had gotten
enough courage to write to them in German. He was pleasantly surprised by the warm responses he
received. He showed me all of the letters and so I decided to tell Francis about my siblings. I sent
Christmas letters to each of them and I decided to visit them in the spring of 1977. Carol
accompanied me. I really enjoyed meeting them after all of these years and we have continued to
correspond up to this date.
I retired from teaching full time in 1973, at 62 years of age. I had taught six years. I quit
·. because Francis had retired and because there were no children to help me at home. After that I
continued to substitute teach at St. Bernard's and elsewhere. I substituted for the German teacher a
number of times and also taught Special Ed. (Not to be confused with my 13th child).
My retirement did not free me from my responsibilities at St. Bernard's. I was elected to the
parish's Council and Board of Education and served on them for a couple of years. Francis was
heavily involved with Saint Bernard's Winterfest and performed in it with members of the Milwaukee
Liederkranz for several years. We also took trips after my retirement. The trips included travel to
Lake Superior and Saint Augustine, Florida. On the latter trip we stopped at Disneyworld and in
Tennessee. Normally during these trips, one of the children, such as Edward or Terry, would come
home to watch the house and take care of the pets. In 1979, we had a 70th birthday party for Francis
on the farm.
1980 - 1989

I spent the 1980s in retirement. Unfortunately, it was not as pleasant as it could have been.
The decade started with the loss of my hearing and ended with the loss of my husband to cancer and
the sale of the farm.
In 1981, the children organized a 70th birthday party for me. All my children were there. It
was the first time we were all together since the mid-1 %Os. It was also the last major family event in
which I still had a significant amount of my hearing. My hearing deteriorated rapidly shortly
thereafter.
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Another major family event was the celebration of our 50th wedding anniversary in
September 1984. All of our children were home and all but one of our grandchildren were there. We
had a Mass on Saturday at Saint Bernard's with most of the children having a role such as reading
from the scriptures, singing, or playing an instrument. We then had a reception and dinner at the
Plattdeutscher Hall in Watertown. On Sunday, the Milwaukee Liederkranz sang at a Mass at Saint
Bernard's in our honor and then proceeded to the farm for a picnic.
Due to my hearing disability I had to purchase a telecommunication device for the deaf
(fDD), take sign language classes and lip-reading classes. I joined the Silent Dodgers, an
organization for the hearing impaired.
Unfortunately, Francis developed prostate cancer in 1988. Terry moved back home to help.
Elizabeth also helped a lot with medical problems. On January 10, 1989, he died of a massive heart
attack. The funeral mass was held at Saint Bernard's. Patrick and Carol played during the Mass. He is
buried in Holy Assumption Cemetery in Clyman, Wisconsin.

I made two trips to Europe during the 1980s. In 1983, I wentto Europe with my son Edward,
my daughter Mary and my sister Louise. It was a memorable trip. We visited a number of German
cities, including Speyer and Niirnberg. We also went to visit my relatives in Switzerland. Edward
wanted to visit the towns where I had lived and so we went back to these villages. It was not an easy
trip for the others since they frequently had to push me in a wheelchair and write down parts of the
conversations that were not clear. Since some of these conversations drifted into the Swiss dialect, this
was especially difficult for Edward who had to determine what they said, translate it into English for
Mary's benefit, and write it down for me.
I also returned to Europe in 1989 after Francis' death. Edward had won two free tickets to
Europe (actually almost free since he had to pay Federal and state income tax on them) and gave me
one ticket since his wife did not have enough vacation to make the trip. I traveled_with my children
Edward, Carol and Mary from Chicago and we met my grandchildren Leilani Zimmer in Munich,
West Germany. Robert Michaels and Robert's wife Sondra and son Brett were there as well. After a
stop in Salzburg we traveled to Lanskroun, Czechoslovakia, which was Francis' ancestral homeland.
Edward found the priest and paid to have a mass said for Francis in the old church on my birthday. It
was very moving to attend the mass. We also visited the ancestral village and were fortunate enough to
spend one night with a family there. We then visited Prague and then traveled to Robert Michael's
house near Ludwigsburg, West Germany. Unfortunately we ran out of gas on the way and for a while
it looked like we would be spending the night in the cold car. Fortunately we received some gas and
made it to his house. After visiting there a few days, Mary, Carol, Edward, Leilani and I traveled to
Switzerland to visit my siblings and other relatives. We flew home from Zurich. I also made other
trips after Francis' death primarily to visit my children. This included several flights to San Diego to
visit Jean.
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Because of my hearing disability, I could not safely stay on the farm. It was sold in August
1989. We had a final farm party the weekend before the sale closing. I then moved to a two bedroom
apartment in Clyman. I stayed there until January, 1991 when I moved to Watertown.

Gertrude Hofmann
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Carol Williams, By .Wonders and By War. A Novel. Chicago:
Swiss-American Historical Society, 1999. vi, 508 pp.
Often, historians neglect or embellish episodes of the past according to their own
biases and viewpoints. Thus, history is a lattice-work of varying interpretations. Yet in Carol
Williams' novel, the reader discovers that fiction is sometimes able to fill some of the gaps
inherent in this historical lattice-work. Her work, although fictional, respectfully illuminates a
contentious and paramount epoch of American history - the American Revolution. With
meticulous research and an intimate familiarity with the South Carolina landscape, Williams
describes the experience of three Swiss families struggling to make sense of a time in which
their world seemed turned upside down.
The Lienhardts are backcountry settlers and farmers of South Carolina' s Congarees
River Basin during the American Revolution. Johannes, from Switzerland's Toggenburg
Valley, is the patriarch of the Lienhardt family. His wife Madie grew up in Zurich before
emigrating to Amsterdam and eventually to Charlestown, South Carolina, where they were
married. The story begins in 1780 as the theater of war shifts increasingly southward. The
Lienhardts and their eight children, along with their distant neighbors, the Rieders, become
enmeshed in difficult decisions of allegiance and participation in war. Faced with constant
raids by both Tory and Whig soldiers, sons leaving to join local militias and the everyday _.
hazards of eighteenth century backcountry life, each family struggles for cohesion and ·
survival.
Some postmodernist historians claim that it is impossible to empathize with people
who lived in the past, maintaining that people in the past assigned completely different
meanings to their worlds than we do today. 1 Williams' empathetic account challenges this
notion. First, Williams seems to have keen insight into the human condition. She has
thoroughly developed each of the main characters, male and female, young and old.
Identifying with the characters, one senses the unspoken love between brothers Joggi and
Heiri, the humble wisdom of Johannes, and of course, the terrible surrealism of battle. The
wanderlust of youth is a recurring theme. Johannes and Madie' s oldest son Joggi, and
Madie' s cousin Rudi Naffels share a passion to roam and often dream of the lands that lie
beyond the Blue Ridge. Usually their longing is tempered by love of family and an almost
1

Keith Jenkins, Re-thinking History (New York: Routledge, 1991), 46.
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holy appreciation for the place they call home. In this vein, Williams poetically demonstrates
the magic of the South Carolina landscape and its inhabitants' firm attachment to it. This
'sense of place' runs as a direct current through the novel and is one of its greatest strengths.
However, there is some limitation to Williams' empathy. In 1780, South Carolina was a
cultural crossroads consisting of European-Americans, enslaved African-Americans, and
displaced Catawbas and Cherokees. While Johannes, Rudi and others reflect upon the
injustices leveled upon enslaved and indigenous peoples, these peoples never are developed as
speaking characters. Nevertheless, the author is extremely sensitive to historical detail. She
accurately describes the major players and logistics of such pivotal battles as the Cowpens,
King's Mountain, and Eutaw Springs. Furthermore, she demonstrates an uncanny knowledge
of backcountry folkways and expertise.
The novel raises some important historical issues. Most significant is the complexity
of the American Revolution. Questions of allegiance and motivation are constantly portrayed
through individual experiences. Some historians lead us to believe that backcountry settlers
were pawns played by King George and a few enlightened Bostonians and Virginians.
Williams' work challenges this monolithic interpretation. She portrays the South Carolina
Swiss as fiercely independent, not deferential to the will of outside influence. In addition, their
motivations are seen as complex, reaching far beyond the basic ideologies of 'liberty' and
'loyalty' . The author aptly describes the situation as 'a snagged web, a many-sided, wormy
web bunched in the crotch of a tree.• Cultural dynamism and adaptation is another interesting
theme. Most of the Lienhardts speak little English and proudly adhere to Old World
traditions. Some characters, like old Elsbeth Rieder, long for home and lament the harsh
conditions they have come to endure. Yet the characters see the Congarees as home, and it
becomes ingrained in their culture and their being. In a broader sense, they see themselves as ·
Americans and as integral pieces of the embattled landscape.
A good novel occasionally exposes the underlying human element entrenched among
the various movements, eras, developments and dissolutions often employed to explain the
past. In a like manner, Carol Williams' procession of adventures, heartbreaks, triumphs and
tragedies ushers the reader into the disarray of the American Revolution. Those interested in
riveting drama in the context of legitimate historical analysis will not be disappointed.
Christopher Colias
University of Illinois at Chicago
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Michael Gasser und Marianne Harri, eds., Oberfahrten. Das Leben

der Margaretha Reibold (1809-1893) in Brie/en. Ziirich: Chronos Verlag, 1999.
The publication of Margaretha Mezger Reibold is a most welcome addition to the growing
body of primary sources that highlight the migratory experiences of women. In a letter dated March
31, 1877, the historian, editor, and diplomat Heinrich Gelzer (1813-1889) of Basel had asked "his
beloved friend,,: "Write for me a survey of the course of your life, inner and outer experiences, in
the framework of six to seven letters,,(23). He labeled his proposal as "a Sunday task that I will
enjoy and that will be beneficial to you,, (23 ). He even suggested the main chapter titles: " 1 )
Childhood and Youth. in the Wiesli. 2) Hallau. First Marriage. 3) Widowhood. Second Marriage. 4)
America 5) Second Widowhood. Return. Children 6) Old Age [Lebensabend]" (24). Luckily Anna
Margaretha Mezger Reibold seems to have thoroughly enjoyed her task, and her letters contain
besides the story itself news about goings on in Schaffhausen and also passages of tender concern for
the well being of her busy friend whose occasional visits she deeply valued. In 28 installments written
between April 15, 1877 and September 11, 1879, she lovingly retraced the events of her life marked
by several moves, painful losses through death of loved ones, and also years of great happiness. At
times she expresses also her deep faith in God's providence and her submission to the destiny allotted
to her.
Born in 1809 as Margaretha Mezger on the homestead Wiesli near Schaffhausen, she grew up
in a rural world marked by the rhythm of the seasons, especially the sequence of ripening fruits from
cherries to grapes. As the daughter of a mild-mannered father and a more strict and apparently highstrung mother she developed into a sunny person filled with optimism and the ability to savor the
gifts of life. At age 18 Margaretha married the schoolteacher Adam Schlatter in Hallau. It was a
union of genuine_and unusual love. "The usual people reward one with what they do, the unusual
ones with what they are," Margaretha explained, "and for me my first husband was an unusual
person" (61). They had six children of whom, however, only two reached adulthood. Three died in
their first year, the son Christoph at age seven from diphtheria in 1834, the same year as her husband
Adam Schlatter died from typhus.
The widow first moved from Hallau to Schaffhausen, then to Zurich-Aussersihl in order to
open a boardinghouse. One of the boarders was the mechanic Johann Niklaus Reibold, a German
from the vicinity of Karlsruhe, who fell in love with the widow Margaretha. She herself was deeply
tom: On the one hand nobody could compare to Adam Schlatter, on the other she barely knew how
properly to take care of her children. In 1841 Margaretha married Niklaus Reibold and gradually
learned deeply to appreciate his full devotion to her and the children from her first marriage. "It was
his whole endeavor to make me happy," she declared (60). In 1847 the family decided to move to
Beiertheim near Karlsruhe where N. Reibold worked as a master smith in the machine factory of
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Kessler & Martiensen. When the 1848 revolution in Baden erupted, N. Reibold was "Heckerisch
gesinnt," (72) that is a follower of Friedrich Hecker (1811-1881) who fled to Switzerland, then to the
United States where in the American Civil War he rose to prominence as a regimental commander of
the North. In 1849 N. Reibold decided to emigrate to the United States in order to return after ten
years with some wealth. Margaretha decided to stay back with the children and explains with
admirable candor: "That I consented so easily and thoughtlessly was the innermost, selfish reason
that I would not have to have anymore children" (72). Four had been born to the union with
Reibold, Hermann (1841), Eduard (1845), Adelhaide (1847), and Georgine (1848).
First Reibold went to Louisville, KY, then moved away to northeastern Texas. In 1850
Margaretha decided to join him with the children in Louisville, yet was unable to find him. There her
daughter Louise married and moved to Menasha, WI, but Margaretha returned to Schaffhausen with
her children Eduard, Adelhaide, and Georgine. True· to his word, N. Reibold returned in 1859, yet
only to leave again for Jefferson, Texas, with Eduard, Adelhaide and a nephew and the niece Marie
Gubler. In 1860 Margaretha followed, only to find that Adelhaide had died "from homesickness",
and Marie Gubler was to follow her a few days after Margaretha's arrival. (132). Until the outbreak
of the war the family prospered, although malaria and the collapse of business due to war threatened
their well being. The following year 1861 Niklaus Reibold began to suffer from dropsy from which
he died age 54. The son Hermann had returned north to Chicago since he was for the Union. In 1862
Margaretha and he daughter Georgine decided also to leave for the North. They traveled via New
Orleans to New York, from there via Cleveland to Menasha on Lake Winnebago in Wisconsin where
Louise and her husband Wilhelm Bauer had a farm. In 1865 Margaretha and Georgine went to
Chicago to be near Hermann who lived there as a laborer. Yet Georgine fell ill the following year and
died from typhus at age 18. In 1867, therefore, Margaretha decided to return to Schaffbausen where
she lived for the next twenty-six years in relative peace.
The letters reveal a person of deep faith and of self-critical introspection who attempts to
assess people fairly. Descriptions of life in the country side, on board ocean-going ships, in cities like
Louisville and Chicago present a rich mosaic of a world vanished long ago. Happiness, blows of fate,
and human failings are described with a touch of kindness. The editors offer an informative
introduction, provide helpful, if sparse footnotes as well as a brief chronology and a genealogical
table. The book is attractively produced and represents a valuable addition to social and especially
also to migration history.

Leo Schelbert
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Christoph Mauch, Schattenkrieg gegen Hitler: Das Dritte Reich
im Visier der amerikanischen Geheimdienste 1941 - 1945.

Stuttgart: Deutsche Verlagsanstalt, 1999.
In the 1980' s the United States government decided to declassify the files of the Office of
Strategic Services (OSS) which was the organization preceding the CIA. Christoph Mauch, a German
historian and Deputy Director of the German Historical Institute in Washington, DC, thoroughly
studied the numerous now available documents. His research in the National Archives as well as in
various other archives in the United States and Europe resulted in his Habilitationsschrift [a scholar's
second study after the doctoral dissertation to make one eligible for a university position in
Germany]. A shortened and revised version of the study has now been published as a smoothly
written book that offers deep insight into America's secret war against Nazi Germany. Due to the
wide-spread popularity of spy novels and glorifying memoirs of participants, the view of the
intelligence services during World War II has been highly mythical for decades. Schattenkrieg gegen
Hitler, in contrast, demystifies the glamorous stereotypes by focusing on the real projects of the OSS

and the question how successful they were.
The appropriate starting point of every study of the OSS has to be William Joseph Donovan
(1883-1959). The former Wall Street lawyer was the director and leading head of the OSS. However,
Mauch' s study is not limited to biographical aspects of the most prominent protagonists. Neither
does it attempt to give an encyclopedic overview, although the chosen perspective is very wide.
Rather, it describes all the different kinds of OSS activities in chronological order. The vast range of
secret intelligence projects forced the author to select certain operations and aspects. For example,
Mauch sheds light on the American debate over strategic priorities and also examines the importance
of operations to infiltrate agents into Germany. Another chapter evaluates the role of German
immigrants in the United States. He discusses, furthermore; such different topics as the American
contacts to anti-Hitler groups in Germany and the use of American music in the radio war of
subversion. On more than a hundred pages of endnotes the author gives detailed archival evidence
and provides the reader with countless references for further reading.
Of particular interest here is the role of OSS agent Allen Welsh Dulles. The famous spymaster
was stationed in Bern, the capital of Switzerland. The so-called "window to the fascist world" is the
subject of an important chapter. From his flat at legendary Herrengasse 23 the man with the rimless
glasses led a complex network of agents who operated all over Europe. According to Mauch,
however, Dulles did not found the network. When he came to Bern in late 1942, he could take over
several contacts that had been established earlier. Nevertheless, Allen Dulles became very influential.
His cables to the OSS center in Washington were delivered immediately to the White House after they
had been decoded. However, it was very difficult to transmit the messages from Switzerland to the
United States for both political and technical reasons. On the one hand, Swiss authorities tried to limit
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the intelligence activities of the Axis powers as well as of the Allies because of the neutral status of
Switzerland. On the other hand, the federal telephone company could control the transmissions. The
Swiss government knew therefore, at least partially, the content of the Dulles cables. Strikingly, Dulles
also used these particular circumstances to inform the Swiss about certain developments.
Of some importance for the OSS were Allen Dulles' contacts to anti-Hitler groups in
Germany. However, he had to make clear to the German resistance that the US government would not
accept a coup d' 6tat against the Nazi regime without a military defeat of Germany. He could not
offer, therefore, the 'good Germans' any official assistance in the elimination of Adolf Hitler.
According to Mauch, this fact indicates that the OSS had only limited influence on US foreign
policy. Dulles nevertheless suggested that the German resistance movement should be supported.
After Stauffenberg' s attempt to assassinate Hitler on July 20, 1944 had failed, Dulles' hopes for a
miraculous end of the war were dashed.
Another central aspect of World War II is the Holocaust, despite its marginal strategic
significance. Yet it is referred to only incidentally in Mauch' s study. The author points out that
Dulles was aware of the deportations and killings of thousands of Jews. As long as the spymaster' s
network of espionage was not at stake, he provided some of the potential victims with documents and
money to enable them to escape. He did, however, not protest against the systematic extermination of
Jews and other minorities. Mauch leaves the issue open how much the OSS knew of the terror in
Germany and in German-occupied territories. Did the OSS encourage in any way the decisionmakers in the capitals of the Allies to include the fate of the Jews in their strategic and military
thinking?
Apart from this omission, the author draws convincing conclusions. He argues, for example,
that the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor could not have been predicted, a rumor that has persisted for
many years. The diplomatic code of the Japanese, which had been successfully broken by the
Americans, contained hints not only of an attack on Pearl Harbor, but on many other potential
targets. This made it impossible to predict the events of December 7, 1941. The code of the Japanese
navy, furthermore, that gave away time and target of the attack, was broken only partially. Another
interesting finding of Mauch is that President Roosevelt did not trust the OSS, but rather relied on his
instinct in strategic matters. This is truly astonishing since the OSS was so well informed about the
inner structure and the power of the Third Reich, a fact that Mauch' s detailed and stringent study
makes obvious.
Christo/ Muenger
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich
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NOTES

Othmar Ammann (1879-1965), an engineer and a most eminent bridge-builder, is one of

the most notable Swiss immigrants of the twentieth century who made his career in the United States.
Dari Rastorfer, Six Bridges. The Legacy of Othmar H. Ammann, published by Yale University Press on
April 10, 2000, is a beautifully crafted book with numerous stunning photographs of the six bridges
that transformed New York City. They are not only marvels of engineering ingenuity, but also works
of disciplined beauty, impressively documented in this richly illustrated study. It is written for the
specialist as well as the general reader and makes a beautiful gift for those interested in Swiss
Americana, in the history of engineering, and the evolution of today's New York City.
The flyer enclosed in this issue of the SAHS Review presents the pertinent data about this
impressive work which documents that Othmar Ammann belongs not only "in the pantheon of great
Americans," as a reviewer puts it, but also in that of great Swiss and Swiss-Americans.

*
Another noted Swiss American is Adolph Meyer. Sean Harris, Ph.D. candidate at UIC kindly
submitted this report of Lisa Mix on the Adolph Meyer website which is gratefully acknowledged:
The Alan Mason Chesney Medical Archives of the Johns Hopkins Medical Institution is
pleased to announce a new Web-based Guide to the Adolph Meyer Collection. The guide includes
biographical information about Adolph Meyer, a detailed inventory of the collection, and indices of
personal and corporate names. A search feature will be added soon.
Adolph Meyer (1866-1950) was a preeminent figure in twentieth-century psychiatry. A
pioneer in the field of psychobiology, Meyer encouraged study of the biological basis of mental
illness. He trained two generations of psychiatrists, elevated modes of diagnosis and treatment, and
conducted extensive research in neuroanatomy, neuropathology,

and psychiatry. His major

contributions include standardizing case histories, reforming care in state asylums, and co-founding
the mental hygiene movement.
The Adolph Meyer Collection is a vast resource (417 linear feet) for the study of twentiethcentury psychiatry and related fields. The materials document the rise of psychiatry in Europe and
the United States, and at Johns Hopkins in particular. The collection includes extensive professional
materials from throughout Meyer's career. There is significant correspondence with major figures in
psychiatry and other professions, and with those involved in movements such as mental hygiene, birth
control, and social work. Personal correspondence and diaries are also included.
The guide to the Adolph Meyer Collection is available in both HTML and SGML/EAD. It can
be accessed directly at:
<http://www.med.jhu.edu/medarchives/sgml/AMG-D.htm>
or through the Medical Archives Personal Papers Catalogue at:
<http://www.med.jhu.edu/medarchives/ppapers.htm>.
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